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THE NIKOPOL TRILOGY

the carnival of immortals

“ Immortality is a form of dictatorship of life over death.
Since | am a dictator and alive, all that remains for me is to
become immortal. And this | will become ! Even if it kills
me !”

J. F. Choublanc (Miscellaneous writings, Paris 2023)



PARIS - grly MARCH 2023 ~ ON THE EVE OF A NEW BUT MEANINGLESS ELECTORAL
MASQUERADE . . NOTHING IS LIKELY T0 CHANGE IN THE POLITICALLY AUTONOMOUS AND HOPELESSLY
FASCIST GREATER PARIS. THE CITY IS DIVIDED INTO TWO COMPLETELY UNEQUAL SECTORS...

THE FIRST, THE CENTRAL CITY, IS INHABITED By A SOCIAL ELITE, A MASSIVE STANDING ARMY AND

THE RULING CLASS. THE SECOND SECTOR,SURROUNDING THE FIRST AND EXTENDING AS FAR AS THE
EYE CAN SEE, HAS BECOME THE CROSSROADS FOR AL KINDS OF ADVENTURERS AND
EXTRATERRESTRIALS EVER SINCE A LARGE ASTROPORT WENT INTO SERVICE. THE GOVERNMENT
MILITIA PATROLS, BUT ONLY SECONDARILY ENSURES THE SECURITY OF THIS WORLD OF DEGENERACY,
POVERTY AND FILTH. IN ADDITION T0 THE FAKE HUBBUB OF THE IMPENDING ELECTIONS THERE IS

A STRANGE MALAISE BECAUSE OF THE APPEARANCE OF A RUGE, ODDLY PYRAMID-SHAPED
SPACESHIP HOVERING OVER THE ASTROPORT. PUBLIC UNREST IS ON THE UPSWING. RUMOR IS THAT
THE OCCUPANTS OF THE FLyING PYRAMID ARE DEMANDING ASTRONOMICAL QUANTITIES OF FUEL FROM
THE CITY OF PARIS. THE CAUTIOUS (AND SUSPICIOUS) SILENCE OF JEAN-FERDINAND CHOUBLANC,
THE PRESENT GOVERNOR, IS NOT REASSURING.




| HAVE THREE
RED ONES,
LD

I'mour!

..ME 100/ FOR 6OOD!
BY ACCEPTING THIS STUPID
GAME FROM THE HUMANS,  |§

WE ARE BEGINNING T0 ALTER Ll
OUR UNALTERABLE
POSITION... THIS B

JEAN-FERDINAND
CHOUBLANC IS TRYING
10 CORRUPT U/

| SHARE THOTH'S VIEW, \
VENERABLE ANLIBIS!
(| ™His GAME CREATES TyPICALLY

=3

HUMAN NEEDS,

OOPTI Ry UNWORTHY OF OUR

\ COMMUNITY... g

600D, WE SHALL
DESTROY 1.

BES/?

AT YOUR SERVICE,
My LORD.

BURN THIS
GAME/

=)

=/




: L s ey Y

\/ THERESULT OF THEIR ELEC

G005, PoEes | WE ALREADY KNoW THAT » Febsor \ FHEl Bel,
AMONG THE POWERFUL, LET US THIS JEAN-FERDINAND . HEAV 5 Niso () largs WL H

NOW RETURN T0 THE SERIOUS | CHOUBLANC, A DESPICABLE ke i ) TME EW ELECTED OFFICAL

PROBLEM CRUELLY HUMAN ENTITY, WILL NOT GIVE soun] /I EEEASH i
IMMOBILIZING US ABOVE US A SINGLE DROP OF FUEL THEN, LET US R!
THis TIRESOME AS LONG AS WE PERSIST IN N OUR POSITI
REJECTING HIS VILE DEAL:

THING ON THAT
AND HORUS, HAS HE BEEN RE... WHICH IS EXACTLY
CONTACTED... OR AT LEAST WHAT IS 0
LocATED? WORRISOME...




WORRISOME AND ALSO i His DESERTION Is PURE

VERY DISTURBING... HIS LIBEL AGAINST THE MAY CHAOS
UTTER DEFEAT AT THE LAST UNIVERSAL ORDER AND TURN HIM TO |
DIVINE COUNCIL MADE HIM Holy ETERNITY... STONE.
LOSE ALL SENSE OF
PROPORTION, IT WOULD

SEEM.

- UNIDENTIFIED FlyING OBJECT IN DONT LOSE - WELL, SHOOT IT DOWN IF IT CONTINUES
HE FORBIDDEN ZONE, COMMANDER.. SIGHT OF IT N 10 REMAIN SILENT AND T0 VIOLATE OLR AlR
IT SEEMS T0 BE HEADING TOWARD THE AND GET ME SPACE.. AND USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
VTER... RADIO APPARENTLY ¥ GENERAL DEMONSTRATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR AIR
3 VERTEGOUTE FORCE . . IT'S 6OOD T0 REASSURE AND IMPRESS
FAST! BEFORE THE ELECTIONS... THERE...
THAT'S ALL... KEEP ME POSTED...

| GET THROUGH
UH... THE GENERAL f \ 10 HIM
IS AT THE ElySEE i

PALACE WITH
THE GOVERNOR...




PROBLEMS, GENERAL?

QUITE S0, MY DEAR, 8
HAVE HIM COME IN... AND
YOU, GENERAL, TAKE CARE
OF My DEAR BROTHER, HIS

HOLINESS THEODULE ...
| WON'T BE LONG.

| AM NOT GOING TO HIDE FROM YOU, GOVERNOR,
THE FACT THAT THIS BUSINESS LOOKS RATHER
UNFAVORABLE... THE FUEL NEEDS OF THESE..UH...
OF THESE BEINGS ARE MUCH T00 VAST AND
THE LACK OF ANY COMPENSATION,
FINANCIAL OR OTHERWISE, MAKES
THIS DEAL BIZARRE AND

\ DANGEROUS AT BEST..

(OTHING TO BE ALARMED
ABOUT, GOVERNOR... JUST
BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR

THE AlR MILITIA...

" A BIT MORE KHOL
AROUND THE EYES,
WILL YOU...

WELL, | AM WAITING
FOR YOUR CONCLUSIONS,
MY FRIEND!

.. NOW

LEAVE US,

GIRLS...

NO, WHAT | WANT T0 KNOW RIGHT

NOW IS WHETHER OR NOT SUCH

A DRAIN ON OUR PRESENT FUEL
SUPPLIES IS POSSIBLE.

LISTEN T0 ME, THE NATURE OF THIS DEAL ,
AND WHAT | INTEND 10 GET IN EXCHANGE
ARE My BUSINESS! AS FOR THE FINANCIAL
1055 You SEEM To BE AFRAID OF THERE
ARE DOZENS OF WAYS OF MAKING IT UP...
NEW TAXES ON THE ZONES ADJACENT
10 THE SECOND SECTOR, DECLARING WAR
ON THE WEALTHY BUT MILITARILY VUL
CITIES IN THE EAST, AND THAT'S ONly

4 FOR STARTERS...
S\ //é /
&S







FOR THE PROTECTION OF
OUR HOly CITY, FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF HER RACIAL
PURITY AND IN THE INTEREST
OF EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US,
MAY YOU SUCCEED IN YOUR NOBLE
MISSION IN THE NAME OF 60D,
ONE AND IMMUTABLE...

ARE THESE... UH ... THESE CHERUBS
COMING WITH US, GOVERNOR?

My POOR BROTHER, THEODULE |, IS COMPLETELY ourl
OF HIS MIND...HE HAS DECIDED THAT THESE LITTLE
WINGED BEASTS FROM OUR COLONY OF DIPHA HAVE BEEN
SENT T0 HIM BY GOD HIMSELF . . THAT THEY'RE
ANGELS OF SOME KIND...




BRRR, THOSE Al
>

Stuc













jL SATANIC PRORUCT.
'ém’w DU DIABLE w’
N\ VADE RET...




A 1990
SULE D SAYo
BUT UNFORTUNATELY EMPTY! THE
OCCUPANT HAS FLOWN TH
TRUE SENSE OF THE W
HOPPING THROUGH THE AL
THIS PLAGUE-RIDDEN SEWER.. IT"
RATHER HARD T0 EXPL
DIDN'T SEEM FURNISHED WITH
ANY SYSTEM OF PROPULSION...

ALSO THE CONTAINER INDICATES 3
A TEMPERATURE OF -18 C. WHICH
1

THE CAPSULE HE HA
A CHANCE A
LosT A

DOWN WID A
5 CHOUBLANC
POLICE STATE!

BROKEN OFF AT THE MOME
AT S0 LOW A TEMPER




MEANWHILE... IN THE HEART OF THE PYRAMID... ABOVE THE ASTROPORT

LET'S BE REASONABLE. I'M NOT GOING T0 BLEED
THE ECONOMY OF My CITy DRY WITHOUT BEING PAID FOR IT/
I'M READY T0 LET YU HAVE ALL THE FUEL YOU NEED (AND
THAT'S EXPENSIVE) BUT ONLY ON CONDITION THAT
YOU GRANT ME IMMORTALITY. FLEL IS GETTING RARER
AND RARER, YOU KNOW THAT BETTER THAN | DO/
You CAN'T LOSE IN THE DEAL, BELIEVE ME.

LISTEN...F you CAN'T
GIVE ME IMMORTALITY,
[1L SETTLE FOR TWO OR
THREE CENTURIES..-

Va
ENOUIGH, JEAN-FERDINAND CHOUBLANC!
IT Is ouT OF THE QUESTION T0 6O

AGAINST THE LNIVERSAL ORDER.

IT 1S EQUALLY ouT OF
THE QUESTION T0 GRANT
A HUMAN, ONE MISERABLE ENTITY
AMONG MANY, THE ULTIMATE
AND SUPREME STATE OF
IMMORTALITY OF

Dy, THE POWERFUL!

You WAy 6o/
AND DON'T
FORGET THAT IT




PRESS CLIPPINGS PARIS, MARCH 3, 2023
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DA MNYSTERIOUS FALLIKG EHAS
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METRO LINE 4, PORTE D'ORLEANS — PORTE DE CLIGNACOURT, ABANDONED IN 2012

HORUS! THE ONE T0 WHOM You OWE
THE EXTENSION OF YOUR MISERABLE MORTAL LIFE...
THE ONE WHO IS GOING T0 GIVE You THE HONOR
OF LIVING IN YOUR BODY, THE ONE WHO KNOWS ALL
ABOUT YOUR POOR PATHETIC LIFE AS A DESERTER,
ALCIDE NIKoPoL!

1 SAID, CALM DOWN, YOU PITIFUL HUMAN,
AND LISTEN T0 WHAT I, HORUS, GOD AMONG
THE GODS, IMMORTAL AMONG

»,  THE IMMORTALS, HAVE T0 SAY




-HERE, IN PARIS! | RECOGNIZE IT!
THE METRO, ALESIA STATION, IN
THE FOURTEENTH/ IN FRANCE/ ON EARTH/
60D, HOW DID | GET BACK
10 EARTH7?/

-
NIKOPOL...

ALCIDE NIKoPOLI?
HEY, THAT'S My
| NAME/!1? WHo ARE
YU FOR 60D'S
SAKE, AND HoW
DID 1 GET
Here?!l!

A< ,J~ - /
W7 s

..FOR THE TIME BEING | DON'T KNOW... BUT | DO KNOW
THAT IN 1993 A FRENCH MILITARY COURT SENTENCED
You FoR DESERTION T0 BE SHIPPED OuT INTo THE COSMOS

WITHOUT HOPE OF RETURNING... WITH THE FIRST
TWENTY YEARS OF THE TRIP T0 BE SPENT IN A STATE
OF HIBERNATION...

> YES,
R0 | REMEMBER ALL
THAT.. AND

[T
vy

WHICH MEANS THAT You LEFT YOUR PLANET THIRTY YEARS
AGO, SAD MORTAL... AND SINCE | HAVE JUST UNFROZEN
YOU, | DEDUCE THAT You LINDERWENT AN ADDITIONAL
TEN YEARS OF HIBERNATION... MOST SURELY AN ACT

OF THiS XB2 WHO WENT ALONG WITH YOU...

. AND TODAY | WAKE UP
g , - =/ THIRTY y%aﬁs LATER,

XB2... XBZ... YES, Bl AT ALESIA STATION, ONE LEG
| REMEMBER... My m i MISSING , PISSING BLOOD ALL

GUARD, HE WAS > OVER THE PLACE, NEXT To
PUNISHED T00... BUT . ) BE A NAKED Gy WITH THE HEAD
\ . OF SOME BIRD OF PREY WHO

CHIEF SERGEANT 5 I\ KNOWS My WHOLE LIFE AND

N ROBOT XB2... = 3 PRETENDS T0 BE SOME
2 @ / = — KIND OF GOD.
P szl | / .
Z4 x

6OD, | DON'T UNDERSTAND ANY OF IT ANYMORE! | REMEMBER
AS IF IT WAS A YEAR AGO... 1992... | REFUSED TO FIGHT
AGAINST THE SINO-SOVIET COALITION... | DESERTED... | WAS CAUGHT,
PuT ON TRIAL, AND A YEAR LATER, SHOT OUT INTO SPACE IN A FlyING
FRIDGE, ALONG WITH A PARANOID ROBOT SERGEANT...




| CAN IMAGINE YOUR CONFUSION

1515 AND OSIRIS, MIGHTY AND UNIVERSAL
CREATOR, FOR TAKING CHARGE OF YOU...

COMPLETELY SATISFACTORY... YOUR BODY IS IN PERFECT
ITION COMPARED 0 THE BODIES OF THE WRETCHES

! | HAVE HAD T0 INHABIT THESE PAST FEW DAYS... SICKNESS |
AND MUTATIONS ARE EATING AWhY THE QUARTERS .

AD)ACENT 10 THIS CITY... HEALTHY BODIES ARE RAR!
THE ONE

AT

NCONTROLLABLE... YOUR ARRIVAL WAS
PROVIDENTIAL, BELIEVE ME.

AARR.. THE PAIN
I GETTING WORSE

AS IT THAWS.
DO SOMETH







HORUS'S DESERTION WORRIES ME-..
HIS SILENCE ISN'T NORMAL. HE MusT

5
BE PLOTTING SOMETHING.
. =

THOSE ARE MY THOUGHTS EXACTLY,
BASTET DARLING...THAT MANIAC IS
CERTAINLY GOING TO TRy AND DETHRONE
ME OR HARM ME IN SOME WAY OR

VIGILANT, ALL

[LL NEVER BE ABLE 0 WALK WITH
THIS GODDAMN LEG!... TOO HEAVY
FOR HUMAN MUSCLES...

Y VL INTO ME? WHAT DOES Y

THAT MEAN? ARE You
JOKING OR WHAT?

NO, HORUS OF HIERAKONOPOLIS,
THE PARANOID AND Vi
6OD, WAS NOT JOKIN
WITH HIS LIMITLESS POWERS
AND His AMBITION, HE WAS NOW
READY T0 UNDERTAKE AN
ESPECIALLY LABYRINTHINE
PROCESS OF REVENGE...




THUS ON MARCH 3, 2023, AT METRO STATION ALESIA, TOOK PLACE THE POSSESSION OF THE BODY OF ALCIDE NIKOPOL BY HORUS OF HIERAKONOPOLIS.

HORUS OF HIERAKONOPOLIS,
GOD, DEMATERIALIZED.

ALCIDE NIKOPOL,
HUMAN, COMPLETELY
OVERCOME.

PASSERSBY.

YOU'RE

BLUFFW(,
Yo

v




ARMCHAIR
EXPLODE
VEN

OF
14

E T
= THE EXPLOSI!

SPOTTED AND PICKED UP
WITH THiS sulT

(eSS ppr— — — i

) T ]
5 y np >
1B q M
AR
AR 1t

T AL S ]

600D LORD,
HAS PARIS
CHANGED...

NORMAL, AFTER 30
YEARS AND TWO




AT THE SAME MOMENT, BUT AT THE ELYSEE PALACE, IN THE BATHROOM...

YES... HE HAS A NIMBLE
BRAIN AND A SHARP
EAR..THANKS 10 HIM

THE PLOT THIS EVENING WILL
BE FOILED. THE SECLRITY
DEPARTMENT IS AT WORK

ON IT AS WE SPEAK... | WILL 4

THEN TAKE CHARGE OF
PURGING AND
RESTRUCTURING
THE MILITIA...

FIND SOMETHING

10 PUT ON You
FROM ONE OF THESE [

SAD MORTA

SHH, SHH, QUIET,
6060L, QUIET!

.STILL, | DIDN'T g g
EXPECT ANYTHING

LIKE THAT FROM
VERTEGOUTTE...

YOu'LL USE WHAT | TELL You
WHEN | TELL YOu 10...
DON'T FORGET THAT | HAVE
THE POWER T0 DISCONNECT
YOUR BRAIN CELLS,
NIKOPOL!

You'E THe '
LOWE /
B oo

I'M WARNING YOU,
| HATE USING
VIOLENCE...




| JusT ORDERED
HM 10!

THANKS,
oL Boy/

1 f "/7 ™
— 2
you g€, NIKoPor, TSl
DIp you et
FRIEADI.. HYPNOTIZE HIM? 7
i




HOPELESSLY
CHILDISH, My POOR
FRIEND...

wun-n ust pur’
B YOURSELF IN My

CLEMENTINE//!
My 6OD, My LITTLE
CLEMENTINE, HERE,

IN THIS GRAVE,

DEAD/
»

RAVE YOU MUDDER-..
GONE TWO MONTHS,
DATS LONG, MA BOY..

KOPOL
WHEN THE MILITARY COURT SENTENCED You T0 BE SHOT
INTO SPACE...

/ BUT WHAT You DIDN'T KNOW WAS
THAT SHE MUST HAVE BEEN PREGNANT
WHEN YOU LEFT... SO
N

OLD MAN

1 Ave A son
AND CLEMENTINE [




UM
Alcipe

U T m——

ARC
A SAD,

NIGHT WITH A STRA

6 OF GR
LCIDE 0L'S CONFUSION
WAS GREATER THAN EVER.

THIS IS THE BORDER POST..

BEYOND IS THE FIRST SECTOR.

THE SECTOR OF PRIVILEGE
AND LAW...

WE'LL QUICKIY GET RID
OF THE GUARD, THEN
WE'LL CAUSE THE
REGISTRATION COMPUTER
AND THE DIsINTEGRATION L
ll  MACHINE T0 IMPLODE..




FOLLOW THE CROWD HEADING

Qo THE TEMPLE OF SPORTS AND C
HOW MANY TIMES
A DAY AM | GOING
0 CHANGE

RIVILEGED ELITE

Te
OF THE FIRST SECTOR? /N

YES... PARISIAN HIGH
L THIS TEEMING

THE PROGRAMMING IS DE: )
ALL DESTINED FOR THE 6 IENT ARMIES... YOUR RACE IS ONE OF RARE STUPIDI
CRIPPLING SEXISM, NIKOPOL...




YES, T0 THE EXTREME...
THOSE CHOULABLANQUIST SLOGANS ; 2
PERFECTlY DEFINE THE SITUAT] = - THE STATE IS EVERYTHING,
P i

HUMAN
OR SPIRITUAL EXISTS
OUTSIDE THE STATE.

S
A\ SLOGANS WORD FOR
= WORD...

YES... A DICTATOR FROM 3 | VIKOPOL, | THINK FINALLY WE ARE GOING T0 COME UP WITH A COMM
THE LAST CENTURY... | CAN 4 F AL AND HUMANITARIAN, AND MINE, PERSONAL REVENGE OF A
STILL REMEMBER o ~ Bl . AT THE BEGINNING | THOUGHT | WOULD HAVE T0 DISCONNECT
MY COLLEGE EXAM &% T AN
ESSAY QUESTION FROM
1980... “THE RISE OF
CISM IN ITALY

| CAN'T SEE HOW... AND
ANYWAY, WHAT IS THIS
COMMON GOAL?

SEIZING POWER OVER
PARIS IN THE NEXT

ELECTIONS... AND EVEN
BEFORE THAT IF WE
CANWTMAYBE EVEN

NO... IN FACT, THE
FIRST ACT WILL
BEGIN RIGHT HERE
AND NOW...




HURRY, GENTLE
THE GOVERNO
SPEECH IS ABOUT
10 BEGIN 8

MY PROUD FELLOW PARISIANS! WITH THE OFFICIAL OPENING
OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN ONLY A FEW DAYS AWAY -

A VOTE | HAVE NO DOUBT WILL RECONFIRM THE ROBUST HEALTH
OF FASCIST IDEOLOGY — THE BRUTE FORCE OF OUR YOUTH
Is ABOUT 0 GIVE US A LESSON IN THE STRENGTH
AND VITALITY OF THE NEW PARISIAN RACE...

WE'RE 6OING

10 HEAD FOR THE

TUNNEL ENTRANCE
10 THE RINK...

Ve 6oT AUITTE |




5 TorhLly 0
10 0

THIS BARGAIN
BASEMENT
DICTATOR HAS
BORROWED IT ALL..
WORD FOR WORD
FROM IL DUCE...

WATCH U, | THINK
THEY RE COMING




% A SRAGGLER... PERFECT..
op
/4
A
~

e

i A
'Y\" 7 e




BLACK ARROWS 3, RED BULLETS 0 AND ONE SERIOUS INJURY.

W IN A QuARTER Y ) "\ —)
OF AN HOUR. N /
) 0 ‘, ] 4 - e ’/” N




9:0% THE GAME, TEMPORARILY HALTED, CAN NOW
RESUME... THE RED BULLETS, COMPLETELY DECIMATED,
THROW THEIR LAST TEAM INTO BATTLE...




A STUPID GAME,

BUT STILL RATHER

GRIPPING, ODDI
ENOUGH

THAT 23 Fuck//
HE'S 6OT 10 BE SHOT S
Down!!! . BRATISL.

2 12.9.9 BUTEuRs M- 1.23 2323
N2APA18 4y
13- 6149

23k
-

i
=
don /!

(e




COME NOW, KHEPRI,
UNLESS HIS REASON HAS
TOTALLY MALFUNCTIONED,

CAN NOT HAVE VIOLATED &

W ANY CASE,
THIS WOULD BE
AN EVENT WiTHouT
PRECEDENT IN
THE UNFATHOMABLE
HISTORY OF
ETERNITY...

..FROM NOW ON ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE
WITH HIM ; EVEN DEMATERIALIZING INTO
AN INFERIOR, MORTAL BE|
1S CRAZY, NOBLE FRIENDS.

THAT'S ALSC
OPINION, BUT DON'T Yo
HEAR SOMETHING THAT
KEEPS BANGING AGAINST
THE HULL OF OUR
VESSEL.. 7

1A AMErAulcsouw, a
o\ IT SEeMms

NOW FoR THE
SECOND PHASE.

A{d:r.n )
AL
)

9:39 PM. JEAN-FERDINAND
CHOUBLANC, ANGRY AND
BITfER, SUDDENLY LEAVES

HIS OFFICIAL BOX... LET'S BE CAREFUL, FRIENDS

OF UNIVERSAL HEAVEN,
THE MALICIOUSNESS OF HORUS
OF HIERAKONOPOLIS IS EQUAL

ONl 0 HIS MADNES

BES! 60 FIND
OUT WHAT THAT
NOISE IS/...

- NIGHT CAME DOWN HEAVY AND
IMPENETRABLE... SWEPT HERE AND THERE
BY SULFUROUS WINDS...




PROUD PARISIANS, GOOD EVENING! A DRAMATIC TURN
OF EVENTS OCCURRED AT THE END OF THE PARIS-

BRATISLAVA HOCKEY MATCH... A POLITICALLY DRAMATIC
TURN WHICH REFLECTS HONOR ON OUIR FASCIST IDEOLOGY
AND OUR GOVERNOR JEAN-FERDINAND CHOUBLANC.

MR- MINISTER, YOU WERE
PRESENT AT THIS
UNPRECEDENTED EVENT.
CAN You GIVE Us THE FACTS
OF WHAT HAPPENED?

WELL, IT'S QUITE SIMPLE...
BOTH TEAMS STARTED 10 RETURN 0
THEIR LOCKER ROOMS WHEN ONE OF

THE CZECHOSOVIETS MANAGED 0 GET FREE

OF HIS TEAM AND GRABBED HOLD
OF A MICROPHONE FROM OUIR SECURITY 4 J.R.PHORMHOLTZ
PERSONNEL... HE USED IT T0 ASK FOR MINISTRE £ LA JEUNESSE
POLITICAL ASYLUM FROM THE GOVERNMENT / ET A LA PROPAGANDE
OF PARIS...

| SUGGEST, MR. MINISTER, THAT WE TAKE A LOOK NOW
AT THE FIRST VIDEOTAPE OF THIS EXTRAORDINARY TURNAROUIND...

PARISIAN FRIENDS, LISTEN T0 ME//!
| CONTRIBUTED T0 THE DEFEAT OF YOUR TEAM
AND YOUR DISAPPOINTMENT MUST BE GREAT...
WELL, AS STRONG AS MY WILL TO WiN...

-DURING THIS FIERCE
COMPETITION. IT'S
EVEN MORE 50 NOW
THAT | SPEAK T0 You,
AS | DARE T0 REPUDIATE
My OWN PEOPLE AND
THEIR ARCHAIC REGIME,
AND DARE T0 ASK You
AND YOUR RULERS FOR
POLITICAL AsyLum!!!

DID You
HEAR THAT?

YES..
THIS BEHAVIOR
OM CONFIRMS

OUR SUSPICIONS.




Y
CHIEF-SERGEANT
XB2..BACK
PREMATURELY
FROM A MISSION...




PRESS CLIPPINGS PARIS, MARCH 4, 2023.
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OUBLANQUISM
TRIUMPHANT 2.

Exlraordinary night at the sports and convention center, where, despite a
relative athletic defeat for our team, Choublanquism came up politically ¢
stronger and ideologically greater due to two astounding events:

- the death of the dirty trai in his governor’s life

- the demand for political 4 ejecti ¢ “archaic™ regime by a
czechosoviet hockey player.

story and photos
on pages 2 and 3

SENSE UF HUND » Paris Black
e sach of the  Blacs
Kt “"\Iujr‘d‘m evening in the 5::5’”‘“’
e - convention ¢ enter. Al““h
ucifix, he dec lared: “better a
s “I:[I»ml Burburtz was

Pierre-Hubert Bul

B impaling hzr.yvn;,
than defeat.
33 years old.

ierre-F

TRIBUTOR WAS ONE OF THE UNF

U

BLISHED... ifS SOLE EDITOR-PRINTE
AUTHOR'S NOTE: “PEOPLE'S RESISTANCE” Wil U NO LONGER BE PUBLISHED... i EDi
VICTIMS OF THE CRAZY MENKAR EGG...




You TURN ME OFF AND ON LIKE
SOME DAMN LIGHT BULB, YoU USE
AND ABUSE My BODY LIKE SOME
ROBOT 0y AND, WORSE STILL,
YOu MAKE ME ACT POLITICALLY IN TOTAL
CONTRADICTION 10 My BELIEFS...
50 WHAT'S T0 CELEBRATE...

" M TELLING You ONC
Awsrop AL/ .uyou’iz ; 3 OF COURSE | AM//I! | AM INHUMAN,
WORSE THAN ALL ¢ 3 > By DEFINITION AND IN ESSENCE... | AM
THE MUSSOLINIS, HITLERS, A% ~ AN ALL-POWERFUIL BEING RULED
STALINS AND CHOLBLANCS  |[RReY ] BY UNIVERSAL LAWS WHICH ARE BEYOND
PUT TOGETHER..YOU'RE Sh o 4 MORTAL UNDERSTANDING... AND YOU'RE
V. . § \ LUCKY, NIKOPOL, THAT You INSPIRE IN ME

AMBITIOUS, PARANOID, / Loy > BN/ o MORE SYMPATHY THAN REVUSION...
BLOODTHIRSTY, INHUMAN .
EGOMANIAC.

LISTEN CLOSELY, NIKOPOL... WE ARE GOING T0 SEIZE TOTAL POWER IN THIS CITY...
VERN YOUR FELLOW HUMANS AS YOU SEE FIT...
IN ADDITION, YOU WILL BE ABLE T0 COUNT ON AND USE SOME OF My POWERS...
AND | WILL TAKE CARE OF THE PROBLEM OF THE PYRAMID,
'SOMETHING WHICH IS IN THE EXCLUSIVE DOMAIN OF THE DIVINE
AND CONCERNS ME PERSONALLY...




/0T REALLY... MAYBE I'M BEING
NOSEY, BUT JUST WHAT IS THIS
PYRAMID PROBLEM ALL ABOUT

ANYWAY?

PRETTY GROTES!

QUE FOR GODS T0 BE

DEPENDENT ON AN OIL. )

PIPELINE, ISN'T IT7

WHAT You ARE ASKING OF ME, NIKOPOL, TOUCHES O
UNVERSAL VALUES WHICH EARTHY WORDS WouLD NoT (RN N AN CASE, | CAN TELL You
BE ABLE 0 EXPRESS... " THAT DEEP DIFFERENCES,
A SVAGE HATRED OF My RACE,
AND UNBRIDLED AMBITION,
WITH WHICH | AM BLESSED, LEAD ME
0 BREAK WITH My PAST..
FROM NOW ON | AM WORKING
FOR MySELF, AGAINST THE UINIVERSAL
ORDER AND HOLY ETERNITY...

SEIZING POWER IN PARIS WILL
ABOVE ALL, MEAN CONTROLLING
THE FUEL SUPPLY... WITH THAT
POWER, | WILL HAVE WHAT | NEED
10 BRING ANUBIS AND HIS CLIGUE
OF SLUGGISH HOMEBODIES TO
THEIR KNEES.

THE TECHNOLOGY OF OUR VESSEL (OF THEIRS BUT 'M AFRAID THAT
1 SHOULD SAY) IS VERY ARCHAIC... | ALWAYS AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN
WAS IN FAVOR OF ATOMNIONIC EFFICIENCY THE GOVERNOR AND ANUBIS WILL
WHEN IT COMES T0 PROPULSION. OCCUR BEFORE WE ARE MASTERS |8

LET THEM BITE THEIR NAILS N | OF THE CITY.




YOU WERE Sl | “eememBER, My SOUL, THE THING WE SAW
TALKING TO (g THAT LOVELY SUMMER MOI 23
YOURSELF? i N

CLEAN UP SHAVE AND
PUT ON THESE CLOTHES.
THE GOVERNOR WANTS
10 INTRODUCE You 0
THE PRESS...

| WAS RECITING A
POEM BY BAUDELAIRE...
| LIKE THAT STUFF
A LOT, DON'T You?

WELL DONE,

NIKoPOL!

WHAT DO You MEAN,

SAY THERE, You AGAIN, ME AGAIN?

MISTAH NIKOPOL/Z!

' veze vezsony, T K0! Ko, | DON'T REMEMBER
YA BEN HERE YEZADAY, -
MISTAH NIKOPOL, YA DON'T i BEING HERE YESTERDAY,
2 REMEMBER? )




WHY RETURN T0 EARTH RADIO CONTACT HAD BEEN Cuf
AINST THE ORDERS OF FOR OVER 18 YEARS...
YOUR SUPERIORS, XB2? THE “NIKOPOL-HIBERNATION
1 EXPERIMENT HAD FALLEN
10 PIECES AGES AGO

THEN 100, 30 YEARS OF SOLITUDE IN THAT WILL BE ALL
THE EMPTINESS OF SPACE MAKES . BES,
ANY NORMALLY CONSTRUCTED BEING ASK
HIMSELF FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS ABOUT
HIS CONDITION AND HIS EXISTENCE...

WHAT ABOUT
THIS NIKOPOL? J

1 DON'T LIKE THIS ROBOT AT ALL, BUT HE COULD
BE USEFUL IN HELPING US GET THE FUEL THIS
WRETCHED CHOUBLANC DENIES US AND WHICH

HE'LL CONTINUE DENYING US IF HE'S RE-ELECTE

\ ‘l'y BY HAVING XB2 Y

\ ELECTED ;
THAT'S HOW | DISCOVERED THE UNIGUE AND GOVERNOR:
INTOXICATING FEELING OF PERSONAL AMBITION... .
THIS RETURN T0 EARTH IS A NEW START FOR N
ME AND A NEAR DEFINITIVE BREAK WITH i v A‘HAV?LES?
MY FORMER MILITARY VALUES OF THE DUTy- ' BeiNG WiTHou
COUNTRY KIND... > MUCH SCOPE...
d _ N, He sHoulp BE




<

RIDIcULous!!! Look " 50, ONCE YOU'RE IN POWER O] FASTER! THE GOVERNO

WHAT | LOOK I YOU CAN MAKE OR BREAK FASHION DOES NOT LIKE 0 BE
THIS THING? /8 'ACCORDING T0 YOUR WHI KEPT WAITING!

“LEGS IN THE ATR, LIKE A WHORE,
BURNING AND SWEATING POISONS,
STRETCHING OUT CASUALLY, CYNICALLY,
HER BELLY SWOLLEN WITH FOUL GAS...

YET YOU WILL COME T0 THIS OFFENSE,
LIKE THIS FILTHY DECAY,
STAR OF My EYES, SUN OF My SOUL,
You, My ANGEL, My PASSION.




A SROKE OF FATE,
THIS DISSIDENT..
| MUST GET THE MOST our’

OF THIS AFFAIR, CREATE AN EVENT
AROUND THIS ACT OF HIS
AND THE POLITICS WHICH

ACCOMPANY IT... WE COULDN'T
HAVE DREAMED UP A BETTER
THEME FOR MY CAMPAIGN...

EVERYTHING

HAS BEEN PLANNED

WITH THIS IN MIND...
ALSO, YOUR BROTHER,

HIS HOLINESS
THEODULE |, WILL BE
BACKING YOU...

IN A SPECTACULAR
WAY, HE'S TOLD ME...
THE WAY THINGS ARE

GOING NO ONE WiLL

DARE ENTER

THE RACE AGAINST

HMMM... THAT WOULD MAKE
THINGS A LOT SIMPLER..
I'VE 6OT OTHER IRONS IN
THE FIRE, YOU KNOW.

THAT ANUBIS AND HIS ADVISORS ARE THE ONES WHO'LL BE DISAPPOINTED WHEN
I'M RE-ELECTED... [VE 6OT A HUNCH THAT THEIR SITUATION IS NOT QUITE AS
COMFORTABLE AS THEY WOULD HAVE ME BELIEVE... THEY'LL BE THE FIRST 10 GIVE IN...

«+AND WILL MAKE
E IMMORTAL
(IF 60D WiLLS)




DEAR FRIEND, | AM HAPPY AND PROUD T0 COUNT
You AMONG My SUBJECTS... | DEEPLY APPRECIATE
YOUR COURAGEOUS AND EXEMPLARY GESTURE, BY YOUR HOSPITALITY..
ISN'T FREEDOM WORTH
SACRIFICING A LITTLE
BLOOD AND PAIN?

YU ARE QUITE Pt
K0P

MR
THE WRONG

‘l THAT'S ENOUIGH,
AureLIN!!!

| HAVE A TELEVISED DECLARATION T0 MAKE, DEAR
FRIEND, AND | THINK IT AN OPPORTUNE TIME
10 INTRODUCE YOU T0 OUR CITY... WHETHER YOU
LIKE IT OR NOT YOU ARE ALREADY PERCEIVED
SR, A5 A HERO BY My SUBJECTS... AND
DICTATORSHIP WHICH AS YOU KNOW
I A VERY DIFFICULT ART,
SEO\ REQUIRES ARTISTS OF YOUR
. CALIBER..

OF YOUR BRAIN
FUNCTIONS FOR
YoREATER SECURITY

THINGS ARE GOING RATHER
WELL, NIKOPOL...
| THINK WE'LL BE ABLE
10 SKIP A FEW STEPS...




I/ HE'S 60
OuT OF HIS MIND/
curlll




GOVERNOR!/? 3
DO YOU REALIZE...

I ABDICATE,
A
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The Ch gover- ex-g
nment has refused out- confidant. During the
right to serve the “fake course of the afternoon,
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members of the gover-
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their intention of “rallying
around one sole candidate
so as to forge a new,
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t the ideological

validate or reject the We
should be reminded that
this committee, presided
over by Pope Theodule I
will announce the chosen
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sitting governor and most
likely Aurelien Burnoldz-

manipulations from out-
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didate might well be Au-
relian Burnoldz-Mortier,

Mortier, a limited number,
2 or 3 at most, are ex-
pected to be selected as a
result of the Choublanc
affair and the current wave
of solidarity.




NOT EXACTLY THE WARMEST WELCOME
FROM THE PRESS, IS IT7 THERE'S ONY
ONE WAY | CAN SEE THAT You CAN
HOLD ONTO THIS POWER YOU SO CLEVERLY
SEIZED... HYPNOTIZE THE ENTIRE

VOTING POPULATION..

THEM EXCEPT AS
A LAST RESORT..

TOMORROW WE'LL KNOW MORE
ABOUT OUR OPTIONS...

‘SAY. You'VE 6of
S0 MUCH POWER, DONT
You HAVE ANYTHING
FoR SPLITNG
MIGRAINES?

..HE SAYS THAT THE LEVITATOR IS
READY AND THAT HE CAN GIVE YOU A
DEMONSTRATION IF YOU WISH...

M2\ BE ENOUGH.
L2 i
- Y | THAT'S PERFECT... | THINK THIS
YOUR HOLINESS WILL BE ABLE 10 RISE IS AN OPPORTUNE MOMENT
NEARLY 24 FEET OFF THE GROUND, N 10 REINFORCE MY IMAGE AND MY
e S you o o m m -3 CREDIBILITY IN THESE TROUBLED
o 1IMES ... THE CHURCH MUST BE
HAVE 10 PRESS A BUTTON .. EANLED By Hy ACk | WANT TS
“SUSPENSION” OVER THE GROUND
10 BE ATRIBUTED T0 A FORM OF
DIVINE GRACE; A KIND OF MIRACLE...
WITH THESE LITTLE CHERUBS
SPINNING AROUND ME, THE PICTURE
WIL BE TOUCHING AND
CONVINCING, | THINK.

| THINK 50
100, YOUR
HOLINESS.




BUT UH... IN FACT AS FAR AS THESE LITTLE... NEXT DAY, A BEAUTIFUL WHAT YOu'VE MADE ME DO IS RIDICULOUS...
CHERUBS ARE CONCERNED, | MUST DRAW DAY OF FOG AND RAIN... IN My TIME, MEN...
YOUR HOLINESS'S ATTENTION T
THE WORRISOME RATE AT WHICH THEY ARE
REPRODUCING AND...

YOu'RE FORGETTING TWO
THINGS, NIKOPOL! FIRST,
THAT | HAVE THE POWERS

THE VOTERS DON'T GIVE
A DAMN ABOUT OUR

A \ NECESSARY T0 MANTAIN
; [PoWER AND, SECOND, THAT
BE, THE REAL ONES, f A y
WILL USE OUR LITTE ff_." \,\ \ | AV IMMORTAL. AND yOu

DIVERSION To MAKE THEIR e Bie B3 Well, A3 10N AS
DICTATORSHIP EVEN MORE w 1‘ I LIVE IN YOUR BODY.
BRUTAL AND PUIT NEW Wife
wen Foruhep wHo Wik, JNNAS
PUSH US ASIDE, THEN
WIPE S OUT..

Ll

THAT'S I, ETERNAL YOUTH/
IMMORTALITY AFTER 30
YEARS OF HIBERNATION/

DON'T BULLSHIT ME...

CSTe souiLUT,

\/




ONLy TWO..
THE SELECTION
COMMITTEE HAS BEEN
VERY STRICT..

UH... ONE
OF THe
CANDIDATES,
R\ ViR GOVERNOR.

IT'S THAT PILE OF RUSTY
METAL THAT WORRIES ME-..
STILL NO WORD AS T0 How

IT 6OT ITSELF SELECTED?




LOOK 10 YOUR
LEFT AND RRY
10 STAY CALM...

50 IT IS IN THE NAME
OF THE ALMIGHTY WHO 6
OUR HEALTHY AND HOly CITY WITH
HIS LIGHT THAT TODAY | AM CALLED
UPON T0 INTRODUCE T0 You
THE THREE CANDIDATES SELECTED
10 RUN AGAINST EACH OTHER
DURING THE UPCOMING
ELECTORAL RACE...

THAT'S ODD... | SENSE

A MENTAL BARRIER ON

EACH SIDE OE ME... THE

TELEPATHIC CAT'S WAS
10 BE EXPECTED.

.

o s
BUT | DONT LIKE
THE ROBOT'S

XB2! CHIEF-
SERGEANT
XB2! WHAT
THE HELL'S
HE DOING

BUT NOW LET US RAISE
OURSEIVES UP TOGETHER
IN FERVENT PRAYER
FOR OUR GLORIOUS CITY
AND THE ALMIGHTY,
175 PROTECTOR...




LET US PRAY,
PARISIAN




No DOUBT THEY PREFERRED THE BODY OF A MACHINE T0 ONE FROM

| A COMMON FLESH AND BLOOD MORTAL FOR ARCHAIC ETHICAL REASONS...

I Bur 100oN'T cARe ABOUT
B THEIR REASONS...

THEY WANT WAR/?

THeY'LL GeT I!/

.ARE YOU REALLY SURE THAT
XB2 DIDN'T RECOGNIZE YOU...
| MEAN, ME?

ND THAT'S WHAT MAKES ME
BELIEVE THAT ANUBIS, BASTET AND
THEIR FLUNKEYS HAVE ENTERED THE

fl RACE... THIS ROBOT IS SHELTERING
ONE OF THEM, | CAN SENSE IT...

1 GET IT, THEN HE T00,
HAS FALLEN INTO THE HANDS
OF ONE OF YOU LUNATICS...

FUNNY HOW FATE HAS

THE SAME JOYS N STORE

Now Il Seffle
THINGS WITH
BuURNOLDZ-
MORTIER AND
XB2 ...THINGS

Wil BE
CLEARER
THEN...

“TLL 6IVE You,
My DARK LOVE,
KISSES AS COLD







A SUPERB NIGHT CERTAINLY, NOBLE FRIEND... ALL 'M
AHEAD WAITIN 1S WORD THAT
DRINK T0 } MORE “OBSTACLES”

MY DEAR A by I
A RENEWED ORI

BY NOW 60GOL'S
AL WAZORIEN GUARDS
SHOULD HAVE
ACCOMPLISHED THIS...

s\ By SETH, THE EVIL ONE/// |
$ SOMEONE 6OT
HERE AHEAD OF ME...

SUDDENLY | FEEL
A DEeP
FOREBODING... [







MOREOVER, WITH My NIKOPOL PRESENT HERE, BEING OBLIGATED GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES T0 BRING IN SOBS, THE WAY
HIM BACK T0 THIS EARTHIY LIFE, WE HAVE JUST CONCLUDED AN ESPECIALLY EQUITABLE ARRANGEMENT.. A FOUNTAIN FLOWS.
IN EXCHANGE FOR OUR BENEVOLENT AND DISCREET PROTECTION AND FOR A FEW OTHER APPROPRIATE 1 KNOW | HEAR IT GUSHING
MEASURES TAKEN T0 PERMIT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW POLITICAL REGIME THE NATURE OF WHICH A LONG GURGLE,
HE WILL DETERMINE HIMSELT MR NIKOPOL AGREES T0 GIVE US THOSE QUANTITIES OF FUEL WE DEEM J BUT IN VAIN | SEARCH
NECESSARY WITHOUT ANY RESRICTION... IS THAT NOT SO, MR. NIKOPOL? 10 FIND THE WOUND?"

e
“SOMETIMES | FEEL
My BLOOD SPILL ouT,
2w

S

PARIS, MARCH 23, 2023. PRESS CLIPPINGS.
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DIFEUSION LECALE - TIRACE 160 000 ox.
LEGALLY DISRIBUTED — 160,000 COPIES PRINTED
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OUR TORTURED MEMORIES.
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N THE CHAMBERS OF THE ELySEE
PALACE WHERE THE NEWREVO-L
UTIONARY POWER IS INSTALLED...

IN My EXPERIENCE,
THIS CASE IS WiTHouT
PRECEDENT...

«..THE HEADACHES HAVE DISAPPEARED,
BUT THE BRAIN SEEMS T0 HAVE ACTUALLY
COMPRESSED IN VARIOUS PLACES, ALMOST
AMPUTATED, ALTHOLIGH THERE IS NOTHING

ACTUALLY MISSING... IT APPEARS THAT HIS HEART
HAS BEEN REBUILT (N AN INEXPLICABLE WAY)
IN THE AFTERMATH OF A RUPTURE CAUSED
BY A POINTED INSTRUMENT.. AND THEN THERE'S
THIS STEEL LEG, A PROSTHESIS | FIND AS
RIDICULOUS AS IT IS STRANGE BECAUSE
THE VERY WEIGHT OF IT MAKES IT
IMPOSSIBLE T0 MOVE
NORMALLY...

BUT THE WOST SERIOUS THING 5 THE 0SS OF REASON BECALSE | DON'T see , WHAT ARE WE GOING T0 D07 ALL PARIS
ANY WAY OF RECOVERING THAT... THE POOR PATIENT SPENDS ALL DAY RECITI & LOOKS 0 HIM AS A HERO,
POSTY B BAUDEARE, LT ON i BACK, STAAING NTD SPACE 0% st A SAVIOR. AND THAT
BURSTS INTO LAUGHTER FOR NO REASON.. AHA CAN'T BE DENIED.

YEAR... HARD T0 CREATE 1 v THE gz: :ﬁg

AN IDEOLOGICAL MODEL - STARTED IT ALL,

LA ) £ EVEN IF HIS

BEHAVIOR MADE

HIS DEEPER

POLITICAL

ASPIRATIONS

QUESTIONABLE...

GOING ON?




IN 1993, BEFORE | WAS BORN, HE WAS SENTENCED By
A MILITARY COURT T0 20 YEARS OF HIBERNATION IN SPACE...
LIKE MANY REBELS IN HIS DAY HE SERVED AS A GUINEA PI6

SINCE THE WARS THAT FOLLOWED PRETTY MUCH BROUGHT AN END
10 SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMS, HE WAS EITHER FORGOTTEN OR GIVEN UR.
ALL THIS TIME, OF COURSE, | WAS GROWING UP NORMALLY AN

INTERESTING...ACCORDING TO SOME
SOURCES IN THE MILITIA, THE
MYSTERIOUS VEHICLE SHOT DOWN
THREE WEEKS AGO OVER THE
2ND SECTOR WAS IN FACT A TURN
OF THE CENTURY HIBERNATION
MACHINE...

LISTEN, | KNOW IT MUST SOUND CRAZY THAT fho IN TIME, COMRADES...
HE'S My FATHER SINCE WE LOOK THE SAME AGE, | (7 WHAT DO You THINK?
BUT | CAN EXPLAIN EVERYTHING/

10 TAKE YOUR PLACE WHILE

You RECOVER SO THAT U
YOUR PRESENCE BEFOR!
THE NEW PARISIAN PEOPLE




*..0F THE WISEST
AND MOST
BeAUTIFUL
OF ANGELS,
60D BERAYED
By FATE
AND ISOLATED

HAVE PITY ON
My LoNG
Distess!”

WEEKS LATER. THE NEW COALITION ORCHESTRATED BY AN UNUSUALLY
DETERMINED ALCIDE NIKOPOL, JR. WRESTLES FOR GOOD OR ILL WITH IfS
NEW EGALITARIAN SOCIETY...

ALONG WITH ECONOMIC AND ENERGY PROBLEMS HAVE COME THE THREATS
OF M%TER CITy WARS (ESPECIALLY WITH THE CITIES OF THE NORTH AND
Wes).

ALONG WITH PROBLEMS OF CO-EXISTENCE WITH EXTRATERRESTIAL RACES
(THE NUMBER OF DIPHDA CHERUBS OCCUPYING NOTRE-DAME OF PAIRS
GROWS By THE DAY) HAVE COME TERRORIST ATTACKS BY REGROUPING
FASCIST FACTIONS.

FINALLY, ALONG WITH THE PROBLEMS ARISING FROM JOINING TOGETHER THE
TWO SECTORS HAVE COME TERRIBLE RISKS OF EPIDEMIC AND MUTATIONS
(DESPITE THE CLOSING OF THE ASTROPORT AND THE PRAISEWORTHY
DISINFECTION CAMPAIGNS)-

PARIS 2023, FRAGILE BUT FREE, PREPARES T0 SAIL CLOSE T0 THE ROCKS
ON VERY TROUBLED WATERS WITHOUT IT5 LIBERATOR, THE UNFORTUNATE,
THE LUCKLESS, THE PITIFUL ALCIDE NIKOPOL.

END.

“YoU WHO KNOW ALL, GREAT RULER OF THE EARTH
BELOW, PATIENT HEALER OF HUMAN PAIN,...

COME NOW,
MR. CHOUBLANC!
GET DRESSED!
YOU'RE GOING T0
CATeH colp!

“OH SATAW,
HAVE PITy ON
My LONG
DISRESS-*




THE NIOPOL TRILOGY
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LONDON, FEBRUARY 22,
2025..

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JILL BIOSKOP...
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+..FOLLOWING UP ON THE STORY...

“FIGHTING BETWEEN AFRO-PAKISTANI
AND ZUBEN UBIAN MINORITIES
IN PARTS OF CHELSEA..*

REPRISAL BY
THE BENINO-T06OLO-
GHANIAN COALITION...

KING'S ROAD

SEIZED, NERVE CENTER

OF ZUBEN-




HELLO, JILL/ ..AND SERIOUS WITH
IT's ME... [VE 60T EVIDENCE 10 BACK IT UP..
SOMETHING 2uST USTEN To THis!

“THE GUARDIAN'; DATED OCTOBER 7 1992,
€ 16... IT'S IN SMALL PRINT AT THE BOTTOM,
BUT GET A LOAD OF IT...

NEWSPAPER ITEM... “FRENCH-STYLE
HOAX OR SCIENCE FICTION?"..
THE FRENCH NEWSPAPER LIBERATION
HAS ANNOUNCED THE UPCOMING
PUBLICATION OF A SERIES
OF STORIES...




« WHICH THEY CLAIM TO HAVE RECEIVED
FROM THE FUTURE (FROM 2025).
__ ONE OF THE STORIES DEALS
ESPECIALLY WITH THE...

Z = k
0K, JORN! . = - L Ger o
our Wtk If.. THE LOOK OF THE CROWD GATHERING “ g ANOTHER
AROUND HERE.. A PHONE AND
> v CALL
YOU BACK...

JOHN DIDN'T HAVE T
SShAT RD
WHEN




«+++JOHN DIED ON FEBRUARY 23, 2025...

«+«KILLED IN A ZUBEN=-UBIAK
oY PLAYER IN THE CONFLJICT R TO WRITE ANY MORE ABOUT THIS
MATIC SLAUGHTER... I'D H RATHER TALK ABOUT JOH AFD I LL DO JUST THAT...

SCRIPT=-WALKER I TILL WORKING. JOHN STILL HAS THE PROOF IN HIS HANDeeoooo

esssA STRANGE INDELIBLE
WHITE LIQUID SEEPS FROM

JOHN S SHREDDED HOOD... S
COULD THAT BE HIS BLOOD?... ;\\

\ )




BACK AT THE SAVOY I COLLAPSE IN GRIEF. HOW CAN I EXPLAIN WHAT JOHN MEART TO ME?
«eoYET I FEEL A REAL NEED T0 WRITE... IMMEDIATELY... WITH THE SCRIPT-WALKER,
SPREAD OUT OUR CRAZY STORY DEEP INTO THE PAST. ENPTY IT ALL OUT... HEAD

AND HEART... AND TO0 FALL ASLEEP, TAKE H.L.V., JOHN S DRUG, WHICH WILL MAKE

ME FORGET HIM, ERASE HIM ONCE AND FOR ALL.

IN THE BATHROOM, I FIND THE BO.
FOW I LL REVER KK N T

INSIDE ARE RED
PILLS AND YELLOW




FI LY I SWALLOW ONE, THEN ANOTHER... « A SPLASH OF
WATER AROUND MY EYES TO W u

...THEN, NAKED, I SHUT WYSELF UP WITH THE SCRIPT-WALKER IN JOHN'S ROOMN...
THE DARK ROOM, NOT A TRACE OF LIGHT... I START TO WRITE... ONCE UPON A TINE,
JOHN AFND I...










LONDON, FEBRUARY 24
CAMDEN TOWN...

++. IT HAPPENED JUST AS PROFESSOR STANLEY WHITELAW
WAS PREPARING T0 PERFORM AN AUTOPSY
SOMETHING ON THE ALPHERATZIAN WHO HAD BEEN DECLARED
WRONG, JEFF? CLINICALLY DEAD...

-+ . IN HIS ESCAPE THE EXTRATERRESTRIAL SHOWED
EXTRAORDINARY VIOLENCE, KILLING, | REPEAT, PROFESSOR
STANLEY WHITELAW AND WOUNDING TWO GUARDS
OF THE MEDICO-LEGAL INSTITUTE...

- ARMED SCOTLAND YARD UNITS ARE CLIRRENTLY SEEKING
THE CRIMINAL... WALWORTH AND CAMBERWELL ARE CORDONNED
OFF AND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE ALPHARATZIAN HAS BEEN
REPEATEDLY BROADCAST ON THE OFFICIAL CHANNELS...
ONCE AGAIN... HEIGHT: ABOUT SIX FOOT-TWO,

HIS FACE HOODED IN BLACK...

WHO? > e + . LISTEN, I'M SORRY ABOUT
THE ALPHARATZIAN? 4 ~— OUR DATE TONIGHT..
YOU KNOW HIM? . S I'VE 60T T LEAVE.
IT'S IMPORTANT.




« PICTURES OF THE EVENT
FROM ONE OF
THE CAMERAS IN
| THE OPERATING ROOM...

. . . UNFORTUNATELY THE RECORDING IS OF
POOR QUALITY AND GIVES LITTLE INDICATION
OF THE AMAZING REGENERATION OF
THE ALPHARATZIAN'S BODY... VIEWED IN SLOW
MOTION, ITS AT THiS MOMENT THAT
THE PROFESSOR MUST HAVE BEEN SRUCK
By A FATAL DISCHARGE OF ENERGY...




«..IT’S JEFF, JEFF WYNYATT, WHO WAKES LE
48 HOURS LATER, OUT QF wHAT HE/
INSULTINGLY CALLS A DEEP COLA

JEFF IS A FRIEND, A BLACK-LISTED
JOURNALIST, A LONELY, DESTITUTE WLAN

I ONCE HAD A BRIEF FLING WITH A FEW YEARS
AGO (THREE TO BE EXACT), JUST BEFORE

I MUET JOHN...




«++T0 BRING ME AROUND, JEFF SPRAYS MY BREASTS WITH ICE COLD WATER

«+.THEN HE DRAGS ME, STILL STOFED, TO THE SAVOY RESTAURANT...
AND VERY BAD, YET I MAFAGE TO STUFF MYSELF...

N ...DURING DESSERT I ASK HIM:

IT COULD BE, JiLL... BUT FOR NOW TH
615 T F




A PRETTY RARE THING THESE DAYS,

HAT JEFF SUGGESTS IS THAT I LEAVE LOKDON...
RVED FOR THE KING'S CHOSEN FEW OF WHOM JEFF IS NOT ONE AND ME EVEN LESS SO...

T T TR i ——————" ,V'-T
W 8% ...“wHEN, HOW,GOING jj
| WHERE? I ASK, A ||
BIT SLOSHED...

ur IT'LL GET you out

ONCE YOU'RE IN BERLIN,
THE BERLIN N

IT’S THE ONLY PRIVATE HOTEL IN TOW!
IN GENERAL
BuT ESPECIALLY

VERY BEAUTIFUL AND VERY EXPENSIV =
YOu'll LOVE IT... . .

THE EUROPA 'S
RETURN T0 EARTH...

...“EUROPA I”, THE FIRST EUROPEAN INTERPLANETARY SPACE MISSION, LAUNCHED IN 1999
(THE YEAR I WAS BORN)... IT SEEMS THEY RE EXPECTING IT BACK IN A FEW DAYS
AT THE BERLIN-TEGEL/TREPTOW ASTROPORT...

..AS FOR ME, ['LL BE LOOKING FOR A WhY T0 SELL
YOUR STORIES HERE. - . AND IN A WHILE,
WHO KNOWS, MAYBE Il BE ABLE
10 JOIN YOU IN BERLIN...




««+«JUST AS HE SHOULD NEVER HAVE COME TO MY ROOM THAT KNIGHT...

IT'S CRAZY HOW MUCH BLOOD HE LOSES ONCE I 'VE STABBED HIN THROUGH THE HEART WITH
THE SCRIPT=WALKER'S DETACHABLE ANTENNA... . . FUNNY THING IS IT'S HARDER TO GET
ALL THE BLOOD OFF MY HANDS AND BODY THAN IT IS GETTING RID OF HIS BODY...




THAT NIGHT,
IN PARI

.. THESE NIGHTMARES
APPEAR T0 BE REAL,
COMRADE NIKOPOL..
BUT ALL THE OTHER SYMPTOMS
SEEM 10 HAVE BEEN FAKED,
10 SAY THE LEAST,

FOR A LONG TIME NOW...
IN OTHER WORDS,
YOuR FATHER
REFUSES T0 ADMIT
THAT HE'S RECOVERED
HIS SANITY...

HE'S COMING, \§
1 CAN FegL
..

A
RIDICULOUS.»




~NOT REALIY... HE'S GONE THROUGH WELL, MR NIKOPOL?
A MAJOR TRAUMA... THIRTY YEARS s
IN HIBERNATION, PLUS THAT EGYPTIAN
60D () STORY, IT LEAVES IS MARK...
IS QUITE LOGICAL FOR HIM
10 FEEL ALIENATED IN A SOCIETY
HE DOES NOT KNOW...
ESPECIALLY TOWARDS You,
HIS SON...

. AND DON'T FORGET, COMRADE NIKOPOL, ! I Lt SwALow
NOT ONly DO you HAVE ) YOUR GARBAGE...
THE SAME NAME AND LOOK ALIKE,
BUT You'RE JusT ABouT
THE SAME AGE...

. HAVE yOu HAD
ANOTHER NASTY
NIGHTMARE ON us?

LOLA, I'E 6o
A DEAL FOR YOUL..

M. NIKoPoL//!




THE KEXT DAY, KICK, THE FRIEND JEFF TOLD
ME ABOUT, IS WAITING FOR ME IN THE LOBBY.

J o ~
.+.HE’S VERY NERVOUS... BECAUSE OF THE C
s i - =

e

THEY'RE ALL OVER
THE PLACE AND
YOU'RE LATE...




«+ . THE G'JY’ISH'T VERY TALKATIVE... WHICH IS JUST AS WELL... THE EFFECTS QF H.L.V.
ON ME AREN T EXACTLY FLATTERING... ESPECIALLY PHYSICALLY... I HOPE I WON T THROW UP
%




«+.BUT FROM A MEMORY STANDPOINT, IT’'S BLOODY EFFECTIVE ...THE CRIME COMMITTED THAT
NIGHT FADES QUICKLY, COLDLY, IN MY HEAD... JEFF GETS PUT THROUGH THE BUFFING PROCESS
AND COMES OUT ERASED... JUST LIKE JOHN...

+++FUNNY, THE FACT THAT AN IMPORTANT PART OF MY LIFE (JOHN IN PARTIQULAR) HAS BEEN
CUT OUT LEAVES ME TOTALLY NULB... MAYBE THIS STRANGE FEELING THAT I M BEING SUCKED
FORWARD HAS FILLED UP THE VOID... SUCKED INTO THE IMWMEDIATE FUTURE... BERLIN...




I DOK'T AH;HLP OR HARDLY... THE FACT ‘M LOKDON KFOWING I’'LL

BE BACK DOESN'T A F ME ONE LITTLE « THE C S ALREADY FAR BEHIKD.
ETROSPECT IT SEEMS THAT I HARDLY NOTICED THE COLOP OF THE THAMES AS WE FLEW

OV‘P THE RIVER AT TOH“W BRIDGE...

«++RED LIKE THE SPOT WHICH HAS
APPEARED IN THE PALM OF MY RI

...IS JEFF’S BLOOD
INDELIBLE?




«++I QUICKLY SLIP OF A GLOVE TO MAKE IT GO AWAY ...IN MY POCKET I STUMBLE ACROSS
THE PRESS CLIPPING JOHN HAD BEEN READING TO ME BEFORE HE DIED... WHAT I DISCOVERED

IS THE CRUX OF EVERYTHING...

PRESSE
AR
CB‘“S:*CFJ?;“a
AT
W 5!

«+.1 CLOSE MY EYES
FOTHING BOTHERS M

«+.THE PLANE IS ALREADY SOMEWHERE OVER THE CHARNEL... ABOUT T0 FLY INTO A HUGE
CLOUD MASS (RED)...I THINK OF WHAT MY READERS FROM 1993 MIGHT LOOK LIKE... HEY,
WHY 1993 ANYWAY? AND WHY A FRENCH NEWSPAPER? ...THE PROGRAMMING CHIP MUST HAVE
GONE OFF ITS ROCKER... ANYWAY I DOK'T GIVE A DAMN ABOUT THE DATE... THE INPORTANT

THING IS THAT IT WORKS...
il

| ...BEFORE FALLIKG ASLEEP, I REALIZE
THAT THANKS TO THIS SCRIPT-WALKER
I1'M DOING THE LOST EXCITING JOURNALISK

IN THE WORLD.

unced th

* press FRENCH-STYLE HOAX OR SCIENCE FICTION? The Fr

ith th o same in at the end of all th




. MEANWHILE .. FAR AWAY...
NEAR MARS...

YOU'RE SURE
HE WAS THERE?

ABSOLUTEL
SuRe!

BAD NEWS... HORUS HAS DISAPPEARED... FOR AT LEAST A FRACTION OF ETERNITY...
PROBABLY DURING A COLLISION WITH A FIELD OF METEORITES...

50, ARE WE
GOING BACK?

WE'RE TURNING
BACK T0
EARTH/




«++AT THE END OF THE SAT RED CLOUD TUNNEL AND AFTER SEVERN HOURS IN FLIGHT,THE CITY
OF BERLIN FINALLY APPEARS BELOW, THE ONLY AUTONOLOUS ENCLAVE IN THE HEART OF
THE CZECHOSOVIET EMPIRE...

BUCKLE uP/

e IT'S A SMALL
LANDING FIELD...




WELCOME T
THE MAUIER PALAST
MADAME!

YING GOODBYE TQ KICK, I FEEL REALL S .. THE WAY HE SHAKES MY HAND...
AND HIS ICY STARE FOLLOWS ME OUT OF SIGHT... RVERSE, HORRIBLY PENETRATING
STARE... AINED STRAIGHT AT THE SMALL OF W cee




SHUT MYSELF IN MY ROOM... I TAKE A SHOWER AND ORDER SOME FOOD...

DRACONIAN St \SURES ARE
PLACE... THE LA ,IPEPEAT IS SCHEDULED
INLESS THAN 48 HOURS...

.+.IT’'S NIGHT IN BERLIN 1’ READING
BACK EVERYTHING I TYPED Il“TO

THE SCRIPT-WALKER IN THE ORDER I WROTE
IT... FIG,TH‘!G AMONG THE MINORITIES

IN LONDOK, FIRST... KIND OF A DRAG...
THEN THE STUFF ON JOHN... PRETTY WEIRD...
ESPECIALLY IN HINDSIGHT... THE SEX MAKES
ME SMILE... AS FOR THE REST mY Fh"LIl“GS
AND COFFESSING MY CRI .‘,

THIS A THOUGHT. .

WITH A SERIOUS REPORT O. THE MAUER PALAST
ARND ITS NEIGHBORHQOD...




LAND IT'S JUST AS WELL... THAT BASTARD l"ICh, SLINMY, DIRTY SNAKE THAT HE IS, MANAGES
’“0 CRAWL UNDER MY SHEETS IN THE DEAD OF NIG

|

«.I WIPE OFF HIS

«+NOT A TRACE
ANYWHERE...

««.NOT EVEN IN MY
HEAD...




.« NEXT MORNING,

A RUDE AWAKENING...
LORTAR AND MACHINE
GUN FIRE...

«+«MOVING IN CLOSE
T0 THE HOTEL...

«++THE ONE TRYING TO PICK ME UP SAYS HIS NAME
IS IVAN VABEK, A YUGOSLOVAKIAN REPORTER...




++«SPEAKING OF GLOVES,
IT WAS GOOD I CHANGED
MINE... RED ONES SEEI
T0 SOLVE THE PROBLEM

NN

«++WHILE THE COFFEE BURKNS DO#N MY THROAT, I CAN’'T HELP
TOYING WITH THE IDEA... WOULD I BE UP TO KILLING
THIS GUY LIKE I DID THE OTHER TWOeso

«..lY INDECISION EXCITES ME
MORE AS I FIKD MYSELF
PHYSICALLY ATTRACTED TO HIM...

R ABOUT THE LINE HE FEEDS ME ABOUT EUROPA I'S LAFDING IS HIS PLAKR
AND THAT HE ASKS ME

«s+ALL I CAN REMEMBE
T0 GET INTQ THE CONTROL TOWER OF THE ASTROPORT THAT NIGHT...

OUT TO DINFER THE FOLLOWING NIGHT...

TNk

I ACCEPT... AS A ROCKET
EXZPLODES UP AGAINST THE HOTEL...

WHAT'S ALL THAT 3 . . 5
SHOOTING out ! t -
THERE? ALL IT




§ ...OF COURSE I'M INTERESTED... I LEAVE THE YUGO
[ AND HOTEL AT ONCE...
-

g EEPTER. A W
£S5 . -
i D -
R
iz

++«FURTHER ON, I MEET _
MY "LEAD ... NAMED ’
IBRAHIM... AGE 14...







UP There,

THEY Jusf 6of
A Bi6 ONell




«++THAT EVENING, BACK

IT IS IN FACT

IN MY ROOM I DO A PIECE ON THE “EIERKRIEG”.
.. I THIRK OF IBRAHIMN...

THE CRAZIEST, MOST GRQTESQUE KIND OF FIGHTING I1'VE EVER SEER.

HE S SCARY,

BUT I WON T FORGET HIM...

(MI¥ED WITH
IT°S A

«++THE INDELIBLE RED OF NICK'S BLOOD
JEFF S?) IS SPREADING OVER MY HAND...
DRAG... HAVE TO GET ANOTHER GLOVE... A LONGER OFE...
AT THE BAR I LEARN THAT THE ASTROPORT IS SEALED
AND OFF=-LIMITS TO THE PRESS... SECURITY MEASURE
SAYS A SPOKESMAN. THE REPORTERS RAISE HELL...

i
« I FEED TO WALK...

«eeI GO OUT..
B o AP | .




<+« ANYHOW, STORIES ABOUT ROCKETS HAVE ALWAYS BORED ME STIFF... AND AS FAR AS EUROPA I
GOES, I COULD GIVE A SHIT...
| 7 e um— '.-'.vm\"

LATER THAT NIGHT, AN EAR SPLITTING ROAR, ALMOST UNBEARABLE, RIPS THROUGH BERLIKN'S
NIGHT SKY AND GIVES ME A CHANCE TO SCREAM MY LUNGS OUT FOR A FEW SECONDS...
FROM DEEP INSIDE ME AND LEAVING ME FEELING REALLY GOOD AFTERWARDS...




E ROAR DIES DOWN, THEN SILENCE... EUROPA I HAS JUST LANDED AT TEGEL/TREPTOW...
I THINK OF IVAN VABEK WwH JST HAVE MADE IT INSIDE... I TELL WYSELF IF HE COMES OUT
Keoo

10 ST
WITH A SCOOP, I'LL KNOW HOW TO MAKE HIM TAL

ALl DEAD... SHE'S
THE ONY
SURVOR..

WHAT ABOUT THE OTHERS? AL DEAD.. SHE'S THE ONY SURVIVOR..  CAN YOU HEAR ME?






YOU WANT 10 SPEAK 10
vE, D7 WHAT i"VE" GOr 10 Sty
PORTNT. PLEDSE
‘T NTERRUPT ME

ONTRADICT ME...
i'LL KEEP if SHORT..

HORUS, THE PARANOID GOD, iS BACK O EARTH... MEETING HiM iS
60N 10 BE COMPLETELY UNAVOIDABLE... EAVING TWO
POSSIBILITIES.

EITHER HE COMES 10 ME OR | 60 10 HiM-.

i CHOUSE 10 60 10 HiM FOR TWO REASONS .. FRST OF AL
HE'S SLAUIGHTERING EVERYONE

% BE ABLE 10 ADJuST 10 THiS ERA
60N BACK 0 HORUS MEANS GETYIN
BACK ON THE TRACK 0O
THE ABSURD AND iRRATIONAL WHICH
BROUGHT ME HERE IN THE FRST PLACE,
ON THAT MISERABLE DAY i 4993 ..
S As WelL 0 ACCEPT uy Soul's
i 0RAL DISORDER ..
AND GET ON Wirk i

WTHAT'S WHY YOURE 60iNG 10 6ET
PLANE...

FOR ME AND THE ¢
WE'RE LEAING IMME]

ACTUALL i FiND T Quife
AMusiNG.




+3+I HARDLY EVER DO MY HAIR OR PUT OF REAL LIPSTICK... BUT TONIGHT I WANT TO...
Il ALSO STARVIKG...

=2
=

.+« FORTUNATELY IVAN VABEK IS
A PUNCTUAL GUY...

BE THERE
IN A MINUTE,
Nows

«+« PUNCTUAL

BUT WEIRD...

IT'S TIME T0 PUT You T0 THE TEST, VABEK.
ALTHOLIGH You SEEM ESPECIALLY NERVOUS TO ME.
| HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE 0 BEAR My PRESENCE INSIDE
YOUR BODY AND THE INEVITABLE CEREBRAL PRESSURE
THAT COMES WITH IT..




8 (e -
esel NOTICE INMEDIATELY THAT VABEK HAS CHANGED...




l 1!2."“;%‘ :
il
7/

a//




THE FOOD IS AWFUL THAT AND WE AK E SAYS NOTHING ABOUT
THE FIRST COU E_START HAK B S

LEAVES

1S BALARCE IN LY ROOu
THE CHAMPAGERE...




+++WHAT HAPPENS THAT NIGHT IS COMPLETELY HORRIFYING... I NEED TO WRITE ABOUT IT...
FOR MY READERS IN 1993... I RUN TO LOCK MYSELF INTO THE BATHROOM WITH

THE SCRIPT-wWALKER, TO GET AWAY FROM THE WAVES OF THE THAMES STAINING MY BED...

I START TO WRITE... FIRST THE HEADLINE: "HORROR AT THE MNAUER PALAST ...




WE'RE HERE,
P\ COMRADE NIKOP

OF KICK T
IVAF JIVE

wn JEFF NICK AND IVA... JEFF NICK AND IVAN...
JEFFNICKANDIVANJEFCKNIIANDIVAN]IFFNECKANDIVA-
JENKFFNILICKTANJEFFNICKEFF




«IF You DON'T MIND,
I'D PREFER 237..

Horus!!?
IT'S NIKoPoL!
| KNOW YOU'RE HERE!...

| THINK WE HAVE
SOMETHING T0 TALK




« « . ENJOHNJOHNJOHNOHENJHHONNJOOBNJIJJJJIIIIIITIOIIIIIIIIIIIIIIS
) o v

«AND IT'S THANKS 0 THIS ANIMAL WHICH FUNCTIONS AS ;
A KIND OF TELEPATHIC NETWORK THAT | WAS ABLE T0 FoLLOW ot i EXACTIY... THE PAST ... LET'S CROSS
YOUR RETURN T0 EARTH... TETH I out! Ler’s Foreer IT/l! 4

- | DON'T LIKE CATS...

il
THeY REMIND ME OF BASTET... |{ISIN
1.
A
y




..YOU KNOW, HORUS, I'VE GIVEN
A LOT OF THOUGHT )

10 OUR SITUATION,
AND WHAT OUR 4
RELATIONSHIP _J&

coun Be.. (4

IT'S SIMPLE... WE'RE BOTH TURNING INTO TOTAL
LOSERS... EACH IN HIS OWN WAY... YOU ON
'SOME DIVINE LEVEL | CAN'T UNDERSTAND

AND WHICH IS DRIVING You CRAZY, AND
ME IN A COMMUNITY OF MEN
THAT You DESPISE AND THAT | FEEL COMPLETEYY
OUT OF TOUCH WITH...

.50 WHAT M PROPOSING IS A COLLABORATION,
NO MORE, NO LESS-.. ON A TRIAL BASIS...
WITH A WELL-DEFINED SET OF RULES..
A MORAL CONTRACT, IF YOU WiLL...
WE'LL GET THROUGH THIS BETTER
IF WE COMPLEMENT
EACH OTHER...
I'M READY T0 GIVE You
A HOME IN My BODY JusT
LIKE BEFORE...
You KNOW WITH ME
THERE WON'T BE
ANY REJECTION SYNDROME...

AND WHAT
DO You WANT
IN RETURN?...




N RETURN | WANT T0 EXPERIENCE UNBELIEVABLE
THINGS . . LEAD LIFE TOGETHER FOR A WHILE...
AND FOR You 0 STOP YOuR BLIND KILLING
BY BECOMING, WELL, MORE HUMAN...

+..NO, RIGHT NOW I'D LIKE you
10 INTRODUCE ME T0 THE GlRL
WITH THE BLUE HAIR... | REALIY LIKED HER
IN MY LAST NIGHTMARE...

+OU WERE FOUND
IN THE SHOWER,
STRINGING TOGETHER
THIS GARBLE OF WORDS...




YOUR HANDS WERE SCRUBBING THAT FABULOUS WHITE BODY OF YOLIRS OVER AND OVER.. YOUR TYPEWRITER WAS ALL JAMMED UP AND STILL SMOKING... | THINK THAT IT WAS
AT THAT MOMENT THAT | FELL IN LOVE WITH YOU... HORUS WAS STUMPED AND | WAS BEWILDERED...

< THAT'S WHEN THIS GUY CAME IN-..

R RATHER, APPEARED, WHO KNOWS HOW.
HIS PACE WAS ALL COVERED WITH BLACK GAUL
THERE WAS SOMETHING TREMENDOUISLY POWERFU

ABOUT HIM... POWERFUL BUT PEACEFUL...

HE SAID NOTHING... NO ONE SAID ANYTHING...

NOT EVEN HORUS...




.HE WENT RIGHT 10 THE PILLS AND BEGAN COUNTING THEM... NINE YELLOW ONES AND TWO REDS... HE TOOK FOUR OF THEM (INCLUDING TWO RED ONES)... JUST MUTTERING
IN A HOLLOW, ECHOING VOICE:

WRONG DOSAGE,
YOu LITTLE FOOL...
.THEN HE TOOK
you ouf oF
SHOWER AND
MADE You SWALLOW
THE SEVEN YELLOW
ONES THAT REMAINED...

e wTHEN HE PUT YOU CAREFULLY INTO
THE BATHTUB... | NOTICED THE BULLET
HOLES RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS BACK...
IT WAS BLEEDING... ALL WHITE...

.. AFTER KISSING YOu THROUGH THAT WEIRD MASK OF HIS, HE TOOK TWO OF THOSE
PILLS HIMSELF (ONE OF EACH COLOR), AND SAID: “THE TWO LEFT OVER ARE HERS...
SHE MIGHT NEED THEM SOME DAY... FOR ANOTHER STORY."




THEN HE LEFT THE BATHROOM... AS HE PUT
YOUR BERET ON, | HEARD HIM MUTTER:

“ONE LAST SOUVENIR".. HORUS AND | WERE JuST
STANDING THERE LIKE TWO IDIOTS. WE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND
A THING... IN THE NEXT SECOND HE HAD VANISHED...

ST AS CLEANLY AS HE'D APPEARED...
HIS BACK STILL 00ZING...

..THE CORPSE OF THE LNFORTUNATE
VABEK LyING ON THE BED BROUGHT US
BACK 10 HARD REALITY...

THEN THINGS STARTED HAPPENING AT A HELLISH PACE, BECAUSE WE HAD T0 GET AWAY SOONER THAN WE'D PLANNED DUE T0 THE APPEARANCE OF THE PYRAMID OVER
BERLIN... YOU WERE IN A DEEP SLEEP WHEN WE LOADED YOUR BODY INTO AN AIRTAX] WE'D HAD A HARD TIME GETTING AND THEN SPLIT.. DUE SOUTH...

HORUS WASN'T REALLY SURPRISED T0 SEE HIS OWN PEOPLE HOT ON HIS TRAIL AND PILOTED LIKE A GOD... GOGOL HAD GOTTEN BACK HIS GREEN AND WHITE STRIPES

AND WAS OVERJOYED T0 LEAVE EUROPE WHERE THAT EX-TERRORIST HEAD OF HIS STILL HAD A PRICE ON IT.. AND ME, ALCIDE NIKOPOL SENIOR (FLL EXPLAIN THAT SOMEDAY...),
| FOUND THE ADVENTURE QUITE THRILLING, AS | PATIENTLY WAITED FOR YOU TO WAKE...

You WANTED
10 EXPERIENCE
THE UNBELIEVABLE,
NIKoPoL//
AND YOU'RE GOING
o Ger I/l




o s asieep

W =

PRETYY LONG, YES..
BETWEEN THE yELLOW
PILLS AND OUR
ARRIVAL HERE THAT
MAKES ABOUT A
HUNDRED HOURS..

DON'T KNOW...

"'""iil s%)




On that same March 6, zo2¢, riwmﬁaudwvdd prot of twelve days
rfwl-nrmmhlwuwawdrz ghtmare... Exufrﬁrlvmvntkl.
killed, by Horvs Cev save py: ), the (eff and. Nuck) were doad. wmly
Iy o ind... And m:;.ﬁmmm,ﬂm As ( burn the stary
nfmq’ﬁwrmﬂd stomach sinking ntv an ’u-
rv7 : EurrleLV et ot st of this wat-
Jutt, wmlugtﬁ;ﬁ«ﬂmrf&wmmwmdmmm
his death... Ma\yhhwﬁa,,@waﬁwwuhurw(kmkmrrd)
st a5t hape tv withwe

7 2025 = (ug g U stareug everything at
wne... 1€5 very hat and ther's stil ne water in the pol...
WHERE'S HORUS 10ses
P
GONE? THE PYRAMIDS.

I'M GETTING INTO
THE SHADE...
My STEEL LEG

IS HEATING UP.

MY SKIN T00...
'™ coMiNG
WITH YOU...
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THE NIKOPOL TRILOGY

equator cold

“Qbpeb ? | pgn’t give a cbad arqut qbpeb. I'm gqing tq jive,
jqve, anp pie in cgmdjete anp utteb chagz !"

A. Nikopol (Equator City 2034)



HAT you'RE Hi
NE'RE THE SAME AGE, WE




BIT FALSE HERE. IT WASN'T HIS THiNG, ACTING. O
E FOR IMAGE, AND FOR FRAMING. EVEN DIRECTING, SOMETIMES.
—AND THE GiRL... IS THAT..7
AR, THAT'S HER. JiLL BIOSKOR ANYTHING ON A FilLM SET, SHE WAS iINTO iT.
SHE WASN'T A BAD ACTRESS EiTHER. NOT BAD AT AlL... | REALLY LIKED HER.




My PROBLEM iS, THIS FiLM iS 60iNG 0 END UP LIKE ALL THE REST:
STiLL iN DAILIES, TWO-THIRDS SHOT.. ['VE GIVEN UP ON EVER GETTiNG ONE iN THE CAN.

DO You REALIZE THAT iN OVER 40 YEARS OF PRODUCING AND DIRECTING, | HAVE NEVER ACTUALLY FINISHED A SINGLE FiLM?
THERE'S ALWAYS BEEN A WAR, A FAMINE, AN ECONOMIC CRISIS, THE SUICIDE OF AN ACTRESS, OR A SHORTASE OF FILMSTOCK T0 MESS EVERYTHING UR.
THERE! LOOK! RAN OUT OF COLOR FiLM ON THiS ONE, SO | HAD 10 FiNiSH THE SCENE iN BLACK AND WHITE... AND SHORTLY AFTER THAT, NiKOPOL
DITCHED US. INTO THiN AiR WiTH THAT GREEN-STRIPED CAT OF HiS. NEVER HEARD FROM HiM SINCE. THE FiLM WAS OF COURSE ABORTE




ND YOU HAVE NO iDEA WHERE HE COULD HAVE 60NE?
NONE AT ALL. HE WAS A STRANGE MAN, YOUR..UH, TWiN BROTHER. MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE HE WAS DANGEROUSLY UNPREDICTABLE.
FOR TWO YEARS HE WAS HERE, LiVING AND WORKING WiTH JiLL, BUT | NEVER 60T EVEN A GLIMPSE OF WHAT HE KEPT INSIDE THAT HEAD
OF HiS... TERRIBLE THINGS, | EXPECT. WILD STORMS... HE COULD GET VERY VIOLENT BUT HE WAS ALSO VERY SCARED...

SCARED OF ANYTHiNG. OF SHADOWS, OF A DARK ROOM, OF A FLyiNG PYRAM
WHAT?
/0U HEARD ME RIGHT. A FLyiNG PYRAMID.




I'M CONVINCED
THAT'S WHAT
FiNALY
MADE HiM SNAR
A CRAFT STRAIGHT
OUT OF ANCIENT
E6YPT..

IT HOVERED
ABOVE THE STUDIO
FOR A COUPLE
OF HOURS...

100K
SOME PHOTOS...

NATURALLY, JiLL WAS
EPLY AFFECTED

WHOLE AFFAIR..

YEAH... IT WENT
PRETTY BADLY
PREGHANT? FOR HER, 100
SHE WS ALWAYS
VOMITiNG UP
THE STRANGEST
THINGS.«

SHE WAS VERY MUCH iN LOVE
AND ALREADY THREE MONTHS PREG
WHEN HE LEFT...

NANT

IN THE END, SHE LEFT ME T00...
JUST A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATER.
HAVEN'T HEARD FROM HER EiTHES
IT"s BEEN ALMOST EiGHT YEARS NOV
THE DAY SHE COMES BACK,
LL STOP DYEiNG
MY HAIR BLUE.




TED
ERLIN,
SOME RELIGIOUS K !
STORY | DIDN'T UNDERSTAY ¥ o L AND | DON'T KNOW WHY, BI
. THE FEELING THAT [ M 60ING

... tsr's LOLA,

SHE'S My JiLL. THE MAKE-UP
TAKES FOREVER BUT
SHE'S A FANTASTIC
ACTRESS




CAN | ASK you B FRVOR,
BEFORE YoU _
DISAPPEAR 1007

YOUR JACKET... You DON'T FiND
THEM LIKE THAT AROUND HERE..
AND iT’S EXACTLY WHAT My NiKOPOL
NEEDS. WiLL You 6iVE if 0 ME?
IT CAN BE YoUR CONRIBUTION
0 THE FilM... AN EXTENSION
OF YOUR BROTHER,

BO Will 6iVE you

HIS iN EXCHANGE.

I'M SURE T Wil
SUIT YOU VERY WELL...

THA
1 WhS THINKING JUST
THE OPPOSITE...




OCTOBER, 2034.
NiKO, SON OF NiKoPOL,
LEAVES GIANCARLO
DONADONi AND DEMBi
DOLO STUDIOS WiTH
SCANTY iNFORMATION
ON HiS FATHER AND
AN iLL-FiTTiNG JACKET
ON HiS SHOULDERS...

BEHIND HiM, DRY AS THE DESERT AR,
DONADONI'S FiRST CALL OF THE DAY PIERCES
THE BADLY INSULATED WALLS OF
SOUNDSTAGE 2: “ACTION!

THE HOT AiR HAS
A SOUR SMELL
(BETWEEN 3.5

AND 4.5 ON
THE DOYLE SCALE)...




TioN 0PPOSIT

4 h WHICH PROFOUNDLY
uo;m 10 THE SEM, A o = 4 DISTURBS HiM.

DRiA; OR DOWN H,
10 THE LAKE, 0 THE EQUATOR.

BUT WiTH A TEl

0 RECUR AND M

TELL THAT THE TRiP
NG T0 BE AWFUL




AFTER AN INEVITABLE PERIOD OF WAITiNG, THERE iS NOTHING
10 REPORT... EXCEPT PERHAPS THE PASSAGE OF A TAXi-PLANE
AT LOW ALTITUDE, TRAILED AT A SEVEN-MINUTE INTERVAL
By TWO OTHER PLANES... “DEFINITELY NOT TAXIS, THOSE ONES!’
JUDGES NiKO. “MORE LIKE ETHIOPIAN PIRATES!"

0]
() PERHAPS
SOMALIAN

ANOTHER JUST AS INEVITABLE PERIOD LATER, AS THE SKY
OMINOUSLY DARKENS (WELL ABOVE # ON THE RANDALL SCALEN),

THE SOUTH-BOUND WINS... SOUTH!
THE EQUATOR iT IS/




4

e\







IT'S EASIER RIDING
WiTH REPTILES. THE SMELL'S
NOT AS BAD AND THEY KEEP

THE FLIES AWAY...

AS JUST A SIMPLE COINCIDENCE.

A BT 0DD, MAYBE, BUT COINCIDENCE
ALL THE SAME. IT HAPPENS THAT | JUST
SPENT A FEW DAYS iN PARIS AND
YOU'RE ALL OVER
THE AiRWAVES THERE!

WHO, ME?
| LEFT PARIS MORE
THAN SiX MONTHS Ago!
I'M FiNISHED Wit
ALL THAT...
I'M our oF poLifics!

THAT'S How
| SAW YOUR FACE
EVERYWHERE. TELEVISION,
NEWSPAPERS, POSTER!
AT THE MOMENT
YOU'RE A VERY
WANTED MAN...

REPTILES
ARE GREAT
FoR THE FLigS!

HANG
CAN WE 60 BACK A Bif?...
1 JUST 60T ON A TRAIN
iN THE MiDDLE OF
THE AFRICAN DESERT, AND
THE ONLY OTHER HUMAN
BEiNG ABOARD...
KNOWS My NAME!
HOW SHOULD |
TAKE THAT?

THEN THERE'S Two
THiNGS ABOUT you THAT
You DON'T KNOW YET.
FIRST, YOUR OLD
GOVERNMENT HAS JUST
BEEN OVERTHROWN
BY THE FASCIST
OPPOSITION...

SURPRISE
There!

AND SECOND, YoU YOURSELF
HAVE JUST BEEN CONDEMNED 0 DEATH
FOR MURDERING AN OLD MAN iN HiS HOSPITAL BED
A FEW MONTHS AGO... JEAN-FERDINAND CHOUBLANC...




“ROLL CAMERA! CUE LoLA! ACTioN}”

Equator City: African city of the Central East. situated on the Equator and the
shore of Lake Edward (formerly Lake Idi Amin). Principally African until 2015,
and populated by animals and foreigners after that. Approximately 450000 citizens
(3000 in permanent residence in the central block).

Climate: Unique case in the history of climatology. Since the year 2021, the  humanitarian goals. The heart of Equator City (2 central block designed by Prance
temperature of the city and its immediate surroundings stays permancatly at 6 L s built in 2021 thanks largely 10 rather dubious capital from the Russo-
degrecs. the porl’ mo S Whsard Japanese communications group. OSSIPOV-KOGUSHI. Two yearslate. the additon
frequently occur in th rcement. also known  ©f Ronald KAHEMBA, native of the lake region and charismatic “agent of the

a5 “cork-papping” or “the chimr o e honitational" finally convinces the last sceptical clements of African society. and

. KK.DZ0. (Kahemba-Kogushi-Delisle- Zulkar-Ossipov) s born. Despite 4 few

|| ‘e teiel depres mininum. L7 degrees piakimum) actvites sanctioned by the U.N. and the Human Rights Corporation (most notably
HiStOry: The French-German consortium of medicine and technology, DELISLE-  two dams in the Himalayas, programs to eliminate discase in Africa, and a remarkably
ZULKAR. platform of humanitarian aid in Africa since the year 2002, undergocs  clfective litcracy campaign. for a total of almost § on the Cousteau scale), this ruthless
Tapid and thorough cxpansions until the year 2015, Vast financial contributions from  and bloodthirsy consortium, already omnipotcnt a the dawn of the 305, very quickly

new partnerships gradually enable the consortium 1o operate independently of  rises 1o become the farthest-reaching crime syndic
international organizations. and it distances itself litle by lttle from its original

¢ of the Southern Hemisphere
(10 be continued)




[ BT OF A SURPRISE,

1007 THOUSH-«

LiKe iT
AT AL

THE SAME PHENOMENON
OCCURRED A FEW YEARS M50
IN EUROPE. THERE'S No DANGER.
IT Wil SOON PASS.

pans. on the

IT'S SNOWING,
AND THERE ARE
SUSPICIOUS FOLDS
iN THE SKY...




"I BELIEVE CHOUBLANC SUMMONED ME BECAUSE HE KNEW HE WAS FINISHED... HE HAD FiNALLY ACCEPTED DEATH... BUT NIKOPOL SURVIVING HiM AS
THE HEAD OF ALL PARIS? THAT HE COULD NOT ACCEPT. SO AS SOON AS | ARRIVED, HE TOOK A PISTOL FROM UNDER HiS BEDCLOTHES... HE WAS WEARING
THE SAME MAKE-UP AS HE HAD iN HIS DAYS OF 6LORY... HE STARTED CRYiNG, AND iNSULTING ME... THEN SHOOTING... FIRST iNTO THE AiR, THEN AT ME.

HE HIT My RIGHT SHOULDER, SO | TIPPED HiM OUT OF HiS BED. HE DIED AFTER A FEW SECONDS ON THE FLOOR, DISCONNECTED FROM HIS TUBES, SPILLiNG
HIMSELF ALL OVER THE PLACE!




0. THAT 6UY COULD
MAKE ME LAUGH RIBHT
10 THE VERY EN

—WHAT ABOUT This PHOTO
THEY'RE SHOWiNG
EVERYWHERE? DOES if
MAKE You LAUGH 1007

~THAT 'PHOTD" is A CLUMSILY
RETOUCHED VIDEO SiLL.
LOOK AT CHOUBLANC'S - Z
RIGHT HAND. r;EL w’fxs " / ” W =
HOLDING A PISTOL iN if, AND
ot s o | | | o NIKOPOL ASSASSINATES CHOUBLANC
DON'T EMBARASS ANYONE : . e
T eSS . BD THERE'S NO SHORTAGE The evidence in black and white.
OF iDIOTS, iN PARIS
OR ANYWHERE ELSE.

HOW SHOULD
| TAKE THAT?

AS JUST A SIMPLE
STATEMENT. You DON'T
LOOK LIKE THE TYPE WHO
USUALLY GETS TAKEN
ADVANTAGE OF

IN THAT CASE
['LL REASSURE You T00:
YU DON'T LOOK LiKE
THE TYPE WHO USUALLY
ASSASSINATES

GREAT/
NOW WE'RE
ALMOST EVEN...

YOU KNOW ALL
ABOUT ME, BUT
1 DON'T KNOW ANyThiNg
ABOUT YoU...




THE BLUE NiLE EXPRESS

YELENA PROKOSH-TOOTOBI WAS BORN iN TRIESTE, iN 2007, OF PARENTS SHE SAYS NOTHING ABOUT. SHE STUDIES GENETICS iN LYON, MARRIES, GETS A DIVORCE,

kS BEAUTIFUL CINDER-BLUE EYES, THINKS NIKO, RESUMES HER STUDIES iN VANCOUIVER, AND EARNS TWO DEGREES WiTH FAIR T0 600D GRADES. HER LITTLE

MILE THAT MELTS INTO A Bi6 GRIN iS ALSO DEVASTATING, AND SHE TRAINS AT PRIVATE CENTERS iN BOSTON AND LAS VESAS FOR TWO YEARS BEFORE RETURNING

10 EUROPE. WiTH HER NOSE SLiGHTLY BENT FROM A BRAWL iN MARSEILLES, WHICH iN NIKO'S VIEW JUST ADDS T0 HER CHARM, SHE SPECIALIZES iN ABNORMAL

GENETICS AND HEREDITARY ANOMALIES OF WHICH THERE IS N VINTERESTING CASE AWAITS
HERAS FOR NIKO, HE is ALREADY iN LOVE.

0 SHORTAGE THESE DAYS. SHE IS EN ROUTE T0 EQUATOR CiTy, WHERE

NIKO'S ARM,




ABOARD. YEAH,
HO

/
My PLANE HOT | KNOW

DOWN BY SOMALIAN
/ '8

ATE:

WELL, ALRIGHT-
You CAN GeT




AlLow Me
0 INTRODUCE MYSELF
| AM JOHN-EL...

| KNOW, JOHN-ELViS
JOHNELVISSON.
| RECOBNIZED you.

HE DOESN'T LiKE
IVO KOHL MUCH ) INTELLIGENT, BRILLIANT, BUT A LITTLE 100 TALKATIVE,
EITHER: HENCHMAN [ J0HNELVISSON iS THE CHAMPION OF THE NORTHERN
WITH THE FACE | HeMiSPHERE IN ALL CATEGORIES OF CHESS-BOXiNG
OF CEMENT ENDORSED BY THE C.B.A. (CHESS-BOXNG ASSOCIATION).
HE iS NEAR THE T0P OF BOTH THE OLD KASPAROV-TYSON
SCALE AND THE NEWER Bi66S-TSAO. HE'S DEFENDING
Hi TITLE AT A MATLH iN EQUATOR CiTY.
IT GOES WiTHOUT SAYING THAT HE'S A MILLIONAIRE ;
HiS THOUGHTS ARE QUICK AND BRUTAL, HIS BLOWS
EQUALLY $0.
YELENA LISTENS, CAPTIVATED...
“WHAT & WASTE]' THINKS NiKO.

AND USES THE OPPORTUNITY T0 MAKE SOME NEW FRIENDS AT THE BAR:




ION, BLOODY NOSE.

BURNING STOMACH, HEADACHE, BLURRED

HAD A BIT
100 MUCH?
,




i) 2 N
u”ﬁh A‘k X af’




FORGET THAT WOMAN LiKE
SHE'S FORGOTTEN You,
OR ['LL EXTRACT HER FROM
YOUR HEAD By FORCE!

SHE'S ALSO
607 My BABY.
1 WANT M

YOu CAN'T - T g FORGET LOVE, FORGET
OUR MiNDS { PROCREMTION... THESE ARE THE
ARE INEXTRICABLY ST Tl BFFAIRS OF MORTALS, AND NOT
ey 3 YOUR AFFAIRS ANy LO r's i

’ CONCENTRATE ON JOHNE!
HE'S I VERY 600D CHESS
NG WORLD CHAMPION... THiS LAST MATCH
YOU THE TITLE AS MY 60ING-AWhY -

GENERAL STATE OF HEALTH IS EXCELLENT.
# ON THE KANE SCALE. HOWEV:
THE RIGHT EAR AND THE URINARY
TRACT BEAR INSPECTION.
POSSIBLE INFECTION
AND CysT iN THE DAYS
10 COME. YOU'RE
ADMITTED
0 level 1.




“CUE LoLA! ACTiON!”

VO KOHL?

BAD STAE. CRITICAL
EVEN. YOU'RE
OVERWEIGHT AND
iN THE TERMINAL STAGE
OF THE “CEMENT
SICKNESS”: You
DON'T HAVE MUCH
LONGER T0 LIVE...

M His
hovisor. so
miva B
;s N THAT CASE,
HURRY T00 /" \0y 600 HAE
MERCY ON You.

ﬁkAKbli’!
ey | 5i)

%) )

| TPAHI ¢
- . L)

NiKO, DiSQUALIFiEl
ALONG WiTH HiS FRIEND:
FROM THE BAR, AMONG THE FLIES...
NA, SHE PASSES UPWARDS,
OOKED SMiLE
PREDATOR'S HAND AROUND HER
JOULDERNIKO iS DEVASTATED!

NiKoPoL Jr.! B
AsoiN A B
HuRRY! & i
YOU'RE AT S.2.
VERY AVERAGE

7| INFECTION AND
YOU HAVE A VERY

TONIGHT [ M TAKING

you 10 THE BE.
RESTAUR

iN EQUATOR Ci
THEY SERVE
EVERYTHING




STATUS

REPORT

K.K.D.Z.O.%s
Accomplishments in
the Southern Hemisphere

RANGOON

Anti-viral microsurgery center
(so-called “microscopic killer
robot™ techniques).

CALCUTTA

“Abortive microchips™ into
public domain (Indopakistanese
government order).

DAR ES SALAAM

Inauguration of information
centers on “automedication™.

MOMBASA

Large-scale decontamination
operations.

K.K.D.L0

/S REPLY

TO THE U.N.

Harshly graded on the U.N.’s humanitarian
scale, primarily for alleged deviations from
the international standard, the K.K.D.Z.0.
consortium has now created its own grading
scale which will send the obsolete pretender
of world unification back to its precious

research committees!
the world is born!

he new K.K.D.Z.O.

Scale of Global Values,
scientifically conceived by
Tina KOGUSHI, Haris
ZULKAR, and Igor OSSI-
POV, takes into account
all the legislative, political,
social, humanitarian, eco-
nomical, religious, histo-
rical, geographic and cli-
matological data before is-
suing a scientifically pure,
exact, and unequivocal

A new way of judging

judgment on any note-
worthy global event. As an
example, K.K.D.Z.O. rated
the worldwide efforts of
the U.N. over the last ten
years as an abysmal 4.2 on
a scale of 1 to 10.

This new scale represents,
without a doubt, an im-
portant step towards the
creation of a new world
order. K.K.D.Z.O. could be
the driving force behind it.
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JORN-ELVIS JORNELVISSON
IN EQUATOR CITY

John—Elvis Johnelvisson, one of the
most fully-rounded men in the
Northern Hemisphere (superlative levels
on all scales) was received by Ronald
KAHEMBA and Igor OSSIPOV upon
his arrival at K.K.D.Z.O. Palace. After
performing an a capella rendition of a
rock song (his own lyrics), he announced
during a brief press conference: “I'm in
top shape! An 8 or a 9 at least!” and
that “with this Chess-Boxing World
Title, I should be approaching a 10 on
the scale of all scales of the mind and
body!™ His opponent, the very
withdrawn and mysterious Loopkin, was
once again conspicuous in his absence.

on: 10 out of 10?7

LAD.Z0. NOAR'S ARK
300N IN ORBIT!

This young giraffe and babhy
hippopotamus will be the
stars of the satellite “K.K.-
D.Z.0. NOAH’S ARK”, to be

launched within the next few days. This 4 /l
satellite, entirely conceived by Haris Fi
ZULKAR and Ronald KAHEMBA,
will test new hibernation techniques.







AT THE SAME TIME, NOT FAR
AWRY, NiKO ISN'T FEELING
HUNGRY. NiKO iS REFUSING THE
PRESCRIBED TREATMENT, NiKO
is THINKiNG OF YELENA, NiKO

i8 FEELING WORRIED...

HE FEELS CONFUSED AND
TRAPPED AND SPIED UPON...

IN HiS ROOM, ON THE WALL
BEHIND HiM, A PIECE OF
GRAFFiTi WATCHES HiM...

A PIECE OF GRAFFITi WiTH BLUE
HAiR, BLUE NIPPLES, BLUE
PUBIC HAiR... AND WHITE SKiN...

IS HE ON THE RIGHT TRACK?
JiLL BIOSKOR.._HiS FATHER...
THE WHOLE THING...

BUT WHAT DOES ANy OF THAT

MATTER NoW? IT'S YELENA

HE'S THINKING ABOUT...
YELENA!

JUST ONE QUESTION... HOW DID you

60 FROM ROCK T0 CHESS-BOXiNG? THE SAME WAY | WENT FROM PAINTING

10 ROCK, FROM THEATER T0 PAINTING

BEFORE THAT, AND FROM WRITiNG

10 THEATER EVEN BEFORE THAT.
My UNQUENCHABLE THIRST

FOR PERFECTION. ['M 60iNG FOR

THE HIGHEST RUNG ON THE SCALE
OF ALL SCALES OF THE MiND
AND BODY... ['M ALREADY

ALMosT A 9!

| HAVEN'T TRiED
YOUR FIELD YET, GENETICS..
BUT I'M CERTAIN THAT
YOU'LL GiVE ME
A TASTE FOR ..

AND WHAT ARE You
1 DON'T KNOW... LOOKiNG FOR?
YOU HAVE T0 BE PATIENT,
AND HUMBLE...
FOR EXAMPLE, | DON'T

EVEN KNOW iF ['M 60iNG
10 FiND WHAT ['M LOOKiNG
FOR HERE...

7 THAT'S JUST if, | DON'T KNOW...
THEY TOLD ME ABOUT AN INCIDENT
THAT WAS HUSHED UP A FEW YEARS

AGO... AN EXTREMELY ABNORMAL
BiRTH, BUT iT'S ALL VERY MURKY...
NOT MUCH MATERIAL T0 CLiMB
SCALES WiTH, M AFRAID.




WHAT ARE YoU B\ /e YU STiLL DON'T WANT 170 HAvE

DOiNG HERE? <5 A BABY WiTH ME:
RETURNING

10 THE SCENE

OF THE CRIME?

YOU'RE MAKING A MISTAKE.
MINE ARE THE BEST E66S
N THE WHOLE CiTy.

HOW DO You LIKE My LiTTLE |
MURML? | DID iT JUST AFTER : THELMA BRIDGES, HEAD NURSE, SURROGATE MOTHER
THE BiRTH, AND THAT FAMOUS 10 MANY. SHE CAN REMEMBER ANyTHiNG, EXCEPT
SLAUGHTER OF YOURS.. WHAT SHE HASN'T SEEN, AND EVEN THAT SHE CAN
THE BROWN SPOTS ARE B EASily iMAGINE Wik THE HELP OF HER 'PROFOUND
REAL BLOOD.. o T ARTISTIC SENSE'.
: HER STORY, MORE OR LESS:
“IT HAPPENED SEVEN YEARS AG0... JiLL BIOSKOP
WAS GiViNG BiRTH T0 SOMETHING... ‘NOT QUITE NATURAL'.
ALL THE SPECIALISTS CAME RUNNiNG, CROWDING BETWEEN
HER THiGHS T0 REMOVE 'THE SPECIMEN'. AND THEY DID"
“THAT'S WHEN YOU WENT CRAZY. YouU BROKE DOWN
THE DOORS AND KILLED EVERYONE iN THE WiNG.
NO WITNESSES! YOUR EYES WERE BRIMMING FIRE...
You SEIZED )ikl BIOSKOP AND HER BLOOD-SORKED
CREMURE WRAPPED UP iN A SHEET
AND DiSAPPEARED..."

IT'S HORUS'S DOING... YOU KNOW,
THE PARANOID 60D WHO TAKES
OVER THE BODIES OF MORTALS...

AND WHAT iF | 6AVE
you My ROOM
NUMBER?

AND WHAT
iF you DIDN'T?




| DO YOU HEAR HIS
IT's AMBIS, N H JACKA ; M HAVING A HARD TIME RE)
e P 16ET My LETTERS MXED-UR
f . Wit §'S, AND S Witk 2'S T3G...
. g5 | MiZUNDERZTAND WQRDZ
AND LGZE THEIR MEANIN

IF HE WouLD oMLy ST0P (] 1 WANT T LIVE KNGWiNG
HOWLING... | CANNOT | & . THAT [ M 6GiN6 5 DiE!
] b 8 S | WANT 9 LGVE AND BE
) LGVED. | DGN'T WANT
10 KEEP ZUFFERING

GRUZ! | WANT iT GVER BETWEEN Uz!

LET'Z ZPLIT up!

TRUE. THE TIME HAS COME. "
| MUST MAKE A DECISION. .
TONIGHT, NiKOPOL, TONiGHT... i) 5 ‘ X
A | 2 S THE ZNgWw! | WANT
| B 3 4 . 19 FiND JiLL BigzKgP
g v AND My CHILD!
: | WANT JiL!




ED THAT NiGHT
iE SNOW FELL THICKER, AND THE TEMPERATURE
HRENHEIT SCALE).

THERE WERE ALSO MORE CRACKS Ky THAN USUAL
(FR0M 6.6 UP T0 ) AND SOME NEW THREATENING FOLDS (FROM
SUSPICIOUS T0 VERY SUSPICIOUS)... RONALD KAHEMBA, AGENT
OF THE IRRATIONAL, WAS FORCED T0 CALL UPON VIDYE MUKULY,
SUPREME SKy-BEING, IN HOPES OF CALMING THE TEMPE.
ALL N VAIN. HE SPENT THE NiGHT UNCOMFORTABLY, TOSSED
BETWEEN FOLDS AND CREVASSES...
IT is SAID THAT THE INVISIBLE DIALOGUE BETWEEN HORUS
AND ANUBIS TOOK PLACE N DIVINE VIOLENCE. MORE THAN ONCE,
THE UNFORTUNATE NIKOPOL'S SKULL CAME CLOSE T0 SPLITTING...

AS FOR THE REST, WE FIND THAT YELENA PROKOSH-T00T0BI WAS

COLD, ALONE iN HER BED, AND THAT NIKO SUFFERED TERRIBLE

NIGHTMARES iN HIS. OBSCENE NIGHTMARES, PAINTED BY THE HAND

OF THELMA BRIDGES... EVEN GIANCARLO DONADON, iN DEMBi DOLO,
T SHUT HIS EYES ALL NiGHT.




THE NEXT DAY, HOWEVER, SUNRISE COMES RIGHT ON TIME. T0 MARK THE END OF A LONG AND FiNAL CONVERSATION, A SINGLE SNOWFLAKE
ALIGHTS ON THE BEAK OF HORUS OF HIERAKONPOLIS, WHO CONCLUDES:

R S,

“YOU SEE, NIKOPOL... THANKS T0 YOU | HAVE KNOWN MANY THINGS | EVEN REALIZE THE VALUE OF WHAT'S REALLY IMPORTANT... AW, WELL! |

OF EARTH AND THE PEOPLE UPON IT.. FOR ME ELEVEN YEARS iS LIKE | WE, THE 60DS, HAVE MADE YoU BADIY. A TERRIBLE ThiNG T0 ADMIT, | | “@BPEB? |PQNT 6ive

THE BLINK OF AN EYE, BUT | WilL ALWAYS REMEMBER THE SMELLS, BUT ADMIT if | MUST. NOW, LISTEN CAREFULLY, NIKOPOL. ['M 60iNG A CBAD ARQUT qBPeB!
SOUNDS, AND SENSATIONS | SHARED WiTH You... EVEN iF | DIDN'T 10 LEAVE YoU WiTH THE POWERS YOU NEED... YOU Wil BREATHE M 6QiNG 1§ JIVE, IQUE,
UNDERSTAND LOVE ALL T00 WELL... BELIEVE ME, YOU'VE BEEN AT HALF YOUR RATE; LITTLE By LITTLE, You Wil DO EVERYTHING ANP PIE iN CQMDIETE ANP

urTeB CHAGZ *

A 600D HOST... WE ROAMED THiS PLANET FAR AND WIDE, LONG AND | AT HALF YOUR RATE. AND THEN EVEN SLOWER THAN THAT. YOUR
HARD... FAR 100 HARD... AND YoU KNOW THAT ['VE SEEN ENOUGH HEART WILL MARK ONE BEAT EVERY TWO MINUTES. | DON'T KNOW
10 MAKE ANy NORMAL 60D PISS HiS PANTS. YOU HUMANS ARE WHAT SORT OF MAN THiS SLOWED EXISTENCE Wil MAKE YOU,
UTTERLY INEQUIPPED T0 RUN THIS WORLD. EVERYTHING YOU TOUCH BUT T IS TIME THAT WE 60 OUR SEPARAE WAYS. My REBELLION
ROTS AWAY... | WANTED T0 MAKE PEACE WiTH HUMANS, BUT THEY'RE | COMES 0 IS END, AND | PREPARE MYSELF 10 FACE THE JUDGMENT
100 SMALL-MINDED... THEY WiLl NEVER BE RID OF THEIR UNCHECKED | OF My OWN KIND. AT BEST | Will BE SENTENCED 10 A FEW
PARIOTISM, THEIR STUBBORN FAITH, THEIR INEPTITUDE FOR POWER FRACTIONS OF ETERNITY, BUT ABOVE ALL: HARMONY MUST BE
AND THEIR CHRONOLOGICAL LiMITATIONS... FOR YOUR LIFESPAN iS RESTORED FROM CHAOS, WE MUST REENTER THE 'NUN', iN SHORT
YOUR WEAKEST POINT... YOU DON'T LIVE LONG ENOUGH T0 RETAIN OR | REPLACE HUMANKIND WiTH SOMETHiNG BETTER. ORDER, NiKOPOL!
i __ DO You UNDERSTAND? A PERFECT AND BALANCED ORDER

"1 | For WHICH | Wil PROVIDE THE INSPIRATION/"

—~

* [N ADDITION 10 MixiNG His
0'S IND 'S, 'S AND Z'S,
'S MWD L'S, NiKoPOL is ALSO
CONFUSING HIS B'S AND R'S,
AND HiS P'S AND D'S.

“IT"S DECIDED! TOMORROW NigHT S “1p FGBGET Liz),
| 6IVE you THE TITLE, AND THEN | TAKE | X P HAVE T FoBGET
My LEAVE... YU Will BE MASTER / MWy
OF YOUR FATE AGhiN, AND IMMORTAL
AS WELL. [LL MAKE you FORSET ME, | \ ~
FORSET YOUR PAST, AND FORGET THEN ['LL MAKE you
Jitk BIOSKOR:" § | rorser yourseLr ool



" PATIENT NiKoPOL,
6ET UNDRESSED!

BILE, SPERM.
I'M 600D AT This,
you'il see!

G—

PWFE 0R7 |




NURSE DOWN
A CERTAIN THELMA
0T VERY RELIABLE

THANKS

WE'RE DEALING WiTH

THE MORE INTERESTING GENETIC
ANOMALIES. | PUT if AT LESS
THAN S ON THE KHALED SCALE...
NOWADAYS WE DON'T EVEN
LOOK AT ANyTHiNG BELOW ¢
or 8 /2!

I'D LIKE T0 SEE MiSS THELMA
BRIDGES.

ARE you Witk
THE FAMILY?




2/

)
N
~

e/

\Pe

FOR THE FiGHT
Tomorrow
you'







E‘ "‘w BLUE LiPS... NO QUESTION ABOUT i,
"\ THAT'S HER... JiLL BiOSKOR

/' SHE LOOKS SERIOUS, Y
AND STUNNED... BUT THAT'S
UNDERSTANDABLE.

IT i INDEED UINDERSTANDABLE. DURING
THE LAST FEW SECONDS OF THE BouT
VIOLENCE i S0 EXTREME THAT i BLOWS
THE T0P RIGHT OFF THE Bi66S SCALE! (2.3
ON THE SCALE OF SCALE DISRUPTION.)

. HEZ\SORRY, NKOPD
AND | CAN'T USE My MAXIMUM
STRENGTH BECAUSE ['D KNOCK
His HEAD OFF.. DON'T WANT 10

AROUSE SUSPICION... WE'LL BEAT HiM
QUIETLY iN THE CHESS GAME...

LOOK AT THAT/
ABoVE
LooPKiN!

INTERMiSSiON ON THE Bi6 SCREEN DURING

FOR THE MATCH OF WifS... NiKO WATCHES AS JiLl,
HAVING SEEN ENOUGH, LEAVES THE SQUARE.
“SHOULD | MAKE CONTACT, OR NOT?”




=
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S3
a3
=
W
«




50 NiKO WiLL NEVER FiND OUT ABO
JiLk BiosKoP THE IMAGE Of

STAIRWELL

E OF

YELENA

WE'RE WASTING
TIME NiKOPOL! WHAT
ARE YOU WhITiNG
For? TAKE oUT
i\ THE KNiGHT OR

THE BisHOP!

LAT-SCREEN TV/)
KNIGHT
BiPE QU




THERE, NIKOPOL...
— o L&

NOT EXACTLY AS
I HAD ANTICIPATED,
BUT You'RE WORLD
CHAMPION NOW...




KAHEMBA SUSPICIOUS!

Ronald KAHEMBA came forward against the Chess-Boxing Association’s
decision to validate Loopkin's dubious victory over Johnelvisson.
Professor Jean-Loic DELISLE himself will perform the autopsy on the
talented but unfortunate champion.

IVO KOHL: DEATH BY CEMENT SICKNESS

I\fo Kohl, John-Elvis Johnelvisson’s chess
advisor, succumbed to a deadly fit of
“Cement Sickness™ at the end of the match
between his protégé and the very withdrawn
and mysterious Loopkin.

The autopsy of the concrete remains of Ivo
Kohl will be performed by Professor Jean-Loic
DELISLE himself, who has worked for many
years on treating this exceedingly rare malady.

Face fragments of Ivo Kohl (upper lip. cheek, nose).
n the background. J. Johnelvisson’s corpse awaits autopsy.

“I believe that Johnelvisson
died approximately one and
thirty-two hundredths of a
second before his left eye was
impaled on the Black Queen,”
declares the Professor. “It’s this
first death, the more suspicious
one, that interests me.”

EQUATOR CITY AWAITS NKONO JR.

he Ndembusi irratio-

nalist K. N. Nkono Jr. is
expected today in Equator
& City, according to a reliable
source. The precipitated
B arrival of this specialist of
reincarnation, possession,
and black magic, at Ronald KAHEMBA's
request, is apparently linked to Johne-
lvisson’s death and certain “suspicious
behavior” of Loopkin’s.







REWELL
AND Now | LEAvE
YoU, NiKOPOL..
1 WiLl MAKE YOU FORGET..
1 WiLl ERASE YOUR MEMORY
AND YOUR CONSCIENCE...
YOU'RE 60iNG T0 HAVE TO

k. REBUILD ON YOUR OWN, FROM

SCRATCH. | WiLl LEAVE you
WiTh THE T00LS T0 DO iT...

GREAT

THINGS

0o
T06ETHER,




WITHIN A COLORLESS LiGHTNING FLASH, THERE IS A SLOW AERIAL DANCE...

Emm

THiS iS AT THE TOP

OF ALL THE SCALES

OF THE IRRATIONAL.
EVEN MiNE...

WE ARE NOT DGWEE‘UL
ENOUGH.

WHAT ABout THAT'S A DIFFERENT STORY... AN IMMORTAL
THE HUMAN DOWN N THiS CITY WOULD BE LIKE A ViRUS
\ THEE, LooPKiNY A HEALTHY ORGAN... YOU CAN'T ELIMINATE
HiM, SO YOU'LL HAVE T0 TAKE HiM
AWRY, iSOLATE HiM... | SEE TWO
SOLUTIONS: EiTHER BW?Y HiM

HiM HigH NT0 THE AiR.. AND
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE!




OVER THE NEXT #2 HOURS, THE SKY ABOVE
EQUATOR CITY SEALS UP ifs CRACKS, SMOOTHS
OVER TS FOLDS, AND RESUMES A HEALTHY
PLACE ON THE COLOR SCALE WiTH THE ADDITiON
OF CERULEUM BLUE * S AND TITANIUM WHITE.
AFTER THAT THE ONLY TEMPEST iS THE ONE
WITHiN THE PYRAMID, AS THE CASE AGAINST
HORUS i PREPARED.

Y
TALK, You DON'T EAT 0R
YOU HARDLY BREATHE,
HEART BEATS WHEN

D 0LDER! CAN YoU
EVEN THINK?

600D iDEA! WE'LL BOTH REBUILD OURSELVES,
EACH iN HIS OWN WhY... AS FOR ME ['M 60iNG
10 START Wil A WOMAN, AND LOVE... YOU SHOULD
THINK ABOUT i 100... IT WOULDN'T
R 00 you ANy

NIKO GOES FROM HOTEL T0 HOTEL SEEKING YELENA, FRESH AND CONFIDENT.
THE LAST FEW DAYS’ EVENTS, HiS FATHER, AND THE BRIEF TRANSIT OF ANUBIS THROUGH
HiS BODY ALL BLUR iNTO AN ABSTRACT SATISFACTION. EVEN THE Si6HT OF THE PYRAMID,
P




[ R e L
FORTY YEARS OLD! NiKO REALIZES
STUPIDLY THAT HE'S JUST TURNING
FoRTy TODAY!

NOR DOES HE SUS!

is 41ST YEAR AND ON
V6 THROUGHOUT HiS ORGA




0SSiPOV S RIGHT.. P
CLiP THE
PYRAMID'S
WiNgs A B,
THAT'S ALL..

ANSWER ME, NiKO! | KNowW
YOU'RE THERE... | CAN HEAR
YOU BREATHING... IT'S e




N/ 4 7... TAT'S
WHAT ARE  \§ % {8 ORIGiNAL.. DID

you PLAY!;% ;i JOHNELVISSON DAMAGE
AT, NiKO: ; ) you THAT MUCH?

Y/ LSTEN... | DON'T KNOW WHAT
HAPPENED 10 YOU... BUT I'M LEAVING
TONiGHT. | 60T ANOTHER LEAD ON...
ON THAT CASE | CAME FOR. [ M ON
THE BLUE NiLE EXPRESS T0
DEMB DOLO... [VE RESERVED
A COMPARTMENT FOR Two, WiTh

m
"AS AN ANGEL WiTH A BEASTLY EVE
| SLIDE TOWARD YOU NOISELESSLY

AND RETURN AGAIN T0 HOLD You Ti6HT

N THE WS OF THE Ni
BUILDING IN THE SHADOWS OF THE Ni}

MYSELF..

~WE'VE NEUTRALIZED THE LOOPKIN VIRUS, MASTER... WE PUT HiM iN THE CENTRAL HIBERNATOR, iN PLACE OF THE BABY HIPPO. HE'S ALREADY iN A PERMANENT CRYOGENIC
SLEER THERE'S NOTHING MORE 0 FEAR... ACCORDING T0 OUR PREDICTIONS, THE PYRAMID Wikl NOT HANG MUCH LONGER ABOVE YOUR SKIES, NOW THAT HE'S GONE...
MAY VIDYE MUKULU HEAR OUR PRAYER!

I HOPE HE DOES! IN THE MEANTIME, LAUNCH THAT THiNG iNTO ORBIT, AND LET'S HEAR NO MORE ABOUT if!

T

By SEALING THE PECUILIAR FATE OF NIKOPOL
JUNIOR, THE DESPERATE iRRATIONALIST RONALD
KAHEMBA HAS, WITHOUT KNOWING i, SIGNED
DEATH-WARRANT OF THE K.K.D.Z.0. EMPIRE...




AT MIDNiGHT, DEPARTURE TIME FOR BOTH TRAIN AND SATELLITE, THE UNTHINKABLE HAPPENS...

NINE HUNDRED
SEVENTY-SEL

s

Bes! whir's |
HAPPENING?

EQUATOR CITY: History (continued from page
16) Only a supernatural disaster of unima
proportions (the crash-landing of a flyin

nuggling operations to

organs, and numerous toxins). K.K.D.Z.O. also

supplied religious fanatics, warring tribes, and
| nationalist guerrillas with “made-to-order terrorist

packages”

Kahemba, Kogushi, Delisle, Zulkar, and Ossipov

all disappeared in the aftermath of the explosion

They are still on the run







ING BAUDELAIRE
Love?

Rh, PAMYAT, A
S ONLy THE BE!




THE LAST A OF OCOBER 2034,
YELENA AN L, NOT FULLY AWAKE, ARRIVE EARLY AT DEMBI DOLO STUDIOS WiTk THE SUN AT THEIR BACKS.

I'M FiNiSHING CUTTING THE FiLM
OF A FRIEND OF MINE... A FRIEND WHO
DEVOTED HiS WHOLE LiFE 10 LOViNG
THE CINEMA AND BEING
SPURNED BY if...

I'D LiKE 0 SEE i,
YES.. ANDTO
HEAR WHAT YOU
HAVE 10 SAY
ABour it

N .50 YOU'VE
Come ABout
THE CHILD?

You MigHT BE ABLE 10 CATLH A 6LIMPSE
OF Hit TONiGHT, THOUGH, AS HE WALKS
ALONG THE RAMPARTS...

1S THE BLUE HAIR
AND WHITE
SKiN NATURAL?

YOU'LL BE LEAVING AFTERWARDS...
THERE'S A BAD MICRO-CLIMATE
MOVING UP FROM THE SOUTH...
You'LL BE SNOWED iN iF you STAY HERE.
I'D RATHER AVOID iT T00... | JUST HM
ONE MORE SHOT 10 DO AT DAWN...
THE GENERIC ENDING SHOT: AN ARPLANE
FLYiNG AWAY... YOU'LL BE ON
THAT PLANE...

Y




HE WOULDN'T REMEMBES
HE'S “REBUILDING” HIMSEL

CARRYING A BUNCH
OF ANIMALS.

NO. ILL FiNiSH DONADONI'S FiLM, E\
THOUGH THERE'S NO HOPE OF GETTiNG
i DISTRIBUTED, AND THEN 60 BACK
10 EUROPE. SOON AFTER,
LEARN 0 LIVE ON HiS OW
WitH 6060L 0 LEA
NoTHiNG ABOUT...
THE BETTER FOR ME.

60 GET JiLL
THE PiLOT. WE
10 ROLL. THE §
COMiNG.

Me?

D .
g THAT'S A
rg:f, STRANGE
S A cou..

| SEE AN iBIS,
A HAWK,

A BLACK CAT.

[LL KEEP WORKING iN THE MOVIE BUSINES.
HAVE ANOTHER CHILD, A MORE NORMAL ONE.
TRAVEL EXTENSIVELY, DONG SPECIAL REPORTS,
AND MEET My DEATH ACCIDENTALLY iN ONE
OF THOSE INTERMINABLE BALKAN CONFLICTS.
['LL BE SiXTy-SEVEN, WiTH NO REGRETS.

“TLL LIVE SEVEN HAPPY AND STORMY YEARS
WiTH NiKo, BUT WON'T STAY WiTH HiM AFTER
THAT.. [LL START A FAMiLY Wik ANOTHER MAN
AND CONTINUE RESEARCHING RARE GENETIC
CASES.... ['LL Dig VERY OLD, SURROUNDED
BY CHILDREN AND ANIMALS, BUT WiTH ONE
HAUNTING PROFESSIONAL REGRET: OF NEVE]
HAViNG BEEN ABLE 10 APPROACH YOUR CHILD

WELL, SEVEN HAPPY AND STORMY
S LIKE

YEARS WiTH

YOU SOUND

ENOUGH FOR ME... AS FOR THE

REST,iT'S M

L A NiGHTMAS

| LOOKED DEER BUT My L
A WELL WiTh No BoTToM

AND NO €}

1 AM VAMPIRE, DOWN O

AND AGAIN

ISE FORGOTTEN

ETERNAL LAUGHTER, BUT SMILE

No MoRe!

ARE THESE
GREEN STRIPES NATURAL?




YOu'RE VERY
FORTUNATE.
HE DOESN'T COME

THRILLED
10 HAVE HAD
THE iMPRE-

YOU WON'T BELIEVE SSioN

iT, BUT M STl
WAITING FOR HiM
10 TELL ME...

JUST ONE... THE AIRPLANE Wil Fly OVER ONCE.
AS SOON AS iT'S ABOVE US, START ROLLING AND
KEEP ON 61 | WANT 10 SEE i

DISAPPEAR iN

——

..DONADONi WOULD HAVE LIKED THiS
SHOT... ['M CERTAIN OF iT.. HE WOULD
HAVE LIKED THE CROWDED FRAME, WiTh

THAT BRIGHT SPOT iN THE BOTTOM THiRD
OF THE SKY, WHICH MUST BE A SATELLITE...
HE WOULD HAVE GONE CRAZY TRYiNG

10 FiND THE SyMBOLISM:”

~TELL ME WHEN 0 cut!

-DON'T CUT! LET if KEEP ROLLING UNTIL THE RUN-OUT, UNTIL THE EMPTY FRAME, UNTIL THE END.
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